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EMMANUEL  EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Welcomes you 

Second Sunday in Lent 

March 12, 2017 

 

“Abram went as the Lord had told him… and they set out for the land of Canaan”  

Celebrant – The Reverend Dr. Regina Christianson 

Choir Director & Organist – Mr. Kenyon G. Scott 

Holy Eucharist: Rite 1 

Prelude  Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 

Entrance Hymn Christ whose glory fills the skies Hymn 7 
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Celebrant  Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 

with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and 

great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 

thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.  

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  (Silence)  

All:  Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from thy ways 

like lost sheep, we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, 

we have offended against thy holy laws, we have left undone those things which we 

ought to have done, and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 

But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, spare thou those who confess their faults, re-

store thou those who are penitent, according to thy promises declared unto mankind 

in Christ Jesus our Lord; and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may 

hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  

Celebrant The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all 

your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his 

Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People       And with thy spirit 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Collect of the Day (unison) O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gra-

cious to all who have gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent 

hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your 

Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Hebrew Bible 

The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 

house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will 

bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those 

who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of 

the earth shall be blessed.” 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 

Psalm 121             Levavi oculos 

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; * 

from where is my help to come? 

2 My help comes from the Lord, * 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

3 He will not let your foot be moved * 

and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel * 

shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

5 The Lord himself watches over you; * 

the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 

6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, * 

nor the moon by night. 
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7 The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; * 

it is he who shall keep you safe. 

8 The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, * 

from this time forth for evermore. 

The Epistle Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 

For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not be-

fore God. For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reck-

oned to him as righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a 

gift but as something due. But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the 

ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adher-

ents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the 

law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 

guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to 

those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I 

have made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he 

believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

Sequence Hymn  Blest are the pure in heart  Hymn 656 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  John 3:1-17 

There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by 

night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from 

God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus 

answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without be-

ing born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 

grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus 

answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being 

born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spir-

it is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The 
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wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 

where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a 

teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; 

yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you 

do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has as-

cended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And 

just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 

up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 

in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 

that the world might be saved through him.” 

 

Jesus and Nicodemus, unknown artist, National Archives 

The Sermon The Rev’d Dr. R. Christianson 

The Nicene Creed BCP p. 326 

Prayers of the People BCP p. 329 
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The Peace BCP p. 332 

Announcements 

Anthem I to the hills will lift my voice  

Music: Henry Purcell, from A Book of Psalmody, 1718; 

Words: Paraphrase of Psalm 121, The Psalms of David in Metre, 1650, alt., and F. Bland Tucker 

Offertory   Now quit your care Hymn 145 

Eucharistic Prayer BCP p. 333 

Sanctus & Benedictus S-114 

Fraction Anthem S-158 

Communion Hymn 1 Day by Day  Hymn 654 (3 times) 

Communion Hymn 2 Eternal Lord of love, behold your church  Hymn 149 

Post-communion prayer BCP p.  339 

Blessing and Dismissal   

Closing Hymn When Christ was lifted from the earth  Hymn 603 

Postlude Variations on a Chorale Franz Xaver Anton Murschhauser (1663 –1738) 

  

Nicodemus takes Jesus down from the Cross, by Michelangelo, c. 1553. 

Museum of the Cathedral, Florence, Italy. 
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Ministers of the Eucharist  
Lay Eucharistic Minister: Kathy Coward 

Acolytes: Sam Hurt & Henry Hurt 

Readers: Dorothy Diggs & Susan Paynter 

Intercessor: Betty Camp 

Ushers: G. B. Thompson & Richard Camp 

Altar: Martha Jane Rush 

Fellowship Hour: Jayne & Mark dePaulo 

Counters: John Geyer & Kathy Coward  

 

Announcements 

All are welcome to join us after the worship service for Fellowship Hour.  

The vestry meets today after coffee hour. 

Ecumenical Lenten Suppers and Devotions continues this Wed., March 15, at the Fel-

lowship Hall of First Baptist Church, Chatham.  We sponsor the meal.  The meals 

begin at 5:30, after which devotions are led by the sponsoring parish’s clergy.  If you 

wish to come only for the devotions, they begin about 6:30, $6.00 contribution for the 

meal.  Please let Regina know as soon as possible if you are planning on coming, by 

Monday morning before 10 AM.  Volunteers are needed to set up, help serve, and as-

sist with the cleanup for that evening.  Tred Hunt Barbeque and Catering will provide 

the meal.  

St. Patrick Benefit Concert, Sunday March 19 at 3 PM.  Celtic music over the centuries 

sung and played on the harp and guitar by Stephen and Regina.   

Greenness: God's love embracing creation. Lenten Retreat, Saturday, April 1, 8:30 AM-

3 PM, Emmanuel Episcopal Church.   

A Grief Support Group meets on Tuesdays at noon at Emmanuel Church. Bring a bag 

lunch.  If you have any questions, please ask Rev. Christianson.  Invite your friends 

and neighbors.  

Movie Matinee starts next week, Friday March 17.   Movie Night will start soon, date 

to be decided. 
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This week we remember our ancestors in the faith: Bishop James Theodore Holly of 

Haiti and Dominican Republic, Gertrude of Nivelle, Patrick of Ireland, and Cyril of 

Jerusalem.   

“Your accumulated offences do not surpass the multitude of God's mercies: your 

wounds do not surpass the great Physician's skill.”  Cyril of Jerusalem (313-386) 

“The wider our contemplation of creation, the grander is our conception of God.”  

 Cyril of Jerusalem 

“For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but righteousness and peace and joy in 

the Holy Spirit.” Romans: 14: 17  

 
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Love God. Love your neighbor. Change the world. 

66 N Main Street ● PO Box 26 ● Chatham, Virginia 24531 ● 434.432.0316 

Email: office.emmanuelchatham@gmail.com; rector.emmanuelchatham@gmail.com 

Church Office hours:  Tues. and Thurs. from 1:30 - 4:30 PM.   

Please call or email ahead to be sure Dr. Christianson will be available. 

Website - www.emmanuelchatham.org/ 

Vestry Members 

Mary Hicks Heitzler (2017) and John Geyer (2019) Co-Wardens 

Ashby Cothran (2019) 

Walter Coles (2018) 

 Langhorne Jones (2018) 

Martha Jane Rush (2017) 

http://www.emmanuelchatham.org/

