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EMMANUEL  EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Welcomes you 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 26, 2017 

 

Samuel anointing David from an Illuminative Manuscript in the Bodleian Library 

Celebrant – The Reverend Dr. Regina Christianson 

Choir Director & Organist – Mr. Kenyon G. Scott 

Holy Eucharist: Rite 1 

Prelude Amazing Grace arr. Alice Jordan 

Entrance Hymn O for a thousand tongues to sing Hymn 493 
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Celebrant: Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 

thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all  thy mind. This is the first and great command-

ment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two 

commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.  

Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.  (Silence)  

All:  Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost 

sheep, we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts, we have of-

fended against thy holy laws, we have left undone those things which we ought to have 

done, and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. But thou, O Lord, 

have mercy upon us, spare thou those who confess their faults, restore thou those who are 

penitent, according to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; and 

grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and 

sober life, to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.  

Celebrant The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your 

sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  

Kyrie S-91 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People       And with thy spirit 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Collect of the Day (unison) Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came 

down from heaven to be the true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us 

this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Hebrew Bible   Samuel 16:1-13 

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from be-

ing king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 

Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can 

I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, 

‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what 
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you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” Samuel did what 

the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him 

trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice 

to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse 

and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before 

the LORD.” But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of 

his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look 

on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, 

and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Then 

Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse 

made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not cho-

sen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There re-

mains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and 

bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now 

he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint 

him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence 

of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. 

Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

Psalm 23 Dominus regit me 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; * 

I shall not be in want. 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

and leads me beside still waters. 

3 He revives my soul * 

and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 

4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; * 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 

you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 



4 | P a g e  

6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

The Epistle Ephesians 5:8-14 

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the 

fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleas-

ing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 

For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by 

the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

Sequence Hymn  Amazing grace!  How sweet a sound Hymn 671 

 
Healing the man born blind by Walter Rane 

“Your accumulated offences do not surpass the multitude of God's mercies: your wounds do 

not surpass the great Physician's skill.”  Cyril of Jerusalem (313-386) 

The Holy Gospel John 9:1-41 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man 

nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We 

must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can 

work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he 

spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 

saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 
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washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a 

beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is 

he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 

But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man 

called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then 

I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do 

not know.” 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath 

day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask 

him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I 

washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does 

not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such 

signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about 

him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called 

the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who 

you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that 

this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, 

nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His 

parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that 

anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore 

his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give 

glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he 

is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him, 

“What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have told you 

already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to 

become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disci-

ples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know 

where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know 
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where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sin-

ners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world 

began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were 

not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, 

and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe 

in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in 

him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” He said, 

“Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so 

that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the 

Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said 

to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin 

remains.” 

The Sermon The Rev’d Dr. R. Christianson 

The Nicene Creed BCP p. 326 

Prayers of the People BCP p. 329 

The Peace BCP p. 332 

Announcements 

Anthem My Shepherd will supply my need  Virgil Thomson 

Offertory   Now quit your care Hymn 145 

Eucharistic Prayer BCP p. 333 

Sanctus & Benedictus S-114 

Fraction Anthem S-158 

Communion Hymn 1 Take, O take me as I am Joh Bell, Iona Community 

Communion Hymn 2 Jesus, lover of my soul Hymn 699 

Post-communion prayer BCP p.  339 

Blessing and Dismissal   

Closing Hymn Eternal Father, strong to save  Hymn 608 

Postlude  Fugue III Joseph Johann Fux 
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Ministers of the Eucharist  

Lay Eucharistic Minister: Susan Paynter 

Readers: Stephen Whiteley & Kathy Coward 

Intercessor: Dorothy Diggs 

Ushers: Walter Coles & Richard Camp 

Altar:  Mary Hicks Heitzler 

Fellowship Hour: Parishioners’ Pot Luck 

Counters: John Geyer & Mary Hicks Heitzler 

 
Announcements 

All are welcome to join us after the worship service for Fellowship Hour.  

Music and Liturgy Committee: We will next meet today after Fellowship Hour to plan Holy 

Week, Easter, and early Eastertide.   

Ecumenical Lenten Suppers and Devotions continues this Wed., March 29, at the Fellow-

ship Hall of First Baptist Church, Chatham.  The meals begin at 5:30, after which devotions 

are led by the sponsoring parish’s clergy.  If you wish to come only for the devotions, they 

begin about 6:15, $6.00 contribution for the meal.  Please let Regina know as soon as possible 

if you are planning on coming, by Monday morning before 10 AM.   

On Friday evening, March 31, at 7:00, final concert of the Chatham Concert Series 2016-17 

season: A Musical Trumpet Garden.  The concert features Ashley Hall, principal trumpet 

with the Cincinnati Chamber Orchestra, accompanied by Alison Gagnon on piano.  

Greenness: God's love embracing creation. Lenten Retreat, Saturday, April 1, 8:30 AM-3 PM, 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church.   

A Grief Support Group meets on Tuesdays at noon at Emmanuel Church. Bring a bag lunch.  

If you have any questions, please ask Rev. Christianson.  Invite your friends and neighbors.  

This week we remember our ancestors in the faith: Charles Henry Brent, John Keble, Inno-

cent of Alaska, John Donne, and Frederick Denison Maurice.    

"It is a characteristic of God to overcome evil with good.  Jesus Christ therefore, who himself 

overcame evil with good, is our true Mother.  We received our ‘Being’ from Him  and this is 

where His Maternity starts  And with it comes the gentle Protection and Guard of Love 

which will never cease to surround us.  Just as God is our Father, so God is also our Moth-

er.  I then saw with complete certainty that God, before creating us, loved us, and His love 

never lessened and never will. In this love he accomplished all his works, and in this love he 
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oriented all things to our good and in this love our life is eternal.  With creation we started 

but the love with which he created us was in Him from the very beginning and in this love is 

our beginning.  And all this we shall see it in God eternally." From Revelations of Divine Love 

by Julian of Norwich (1342-1416) 

 

EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Love God. Love your neighbor. Change the world. 

66 N Main Street ● PO Box 26 ● Chatham, Virginia 24531 ● 434.432.0316 

Email: office.emmanuelchatham@gmail.com; rector.emmanuelchatham@gmail.com 

Church Office hours:  Tues. and Thurs. from 1:30 - 4:30 PM.   

Please call or email ahead to be sure Dr. Christianson will be available. 

Website - www.emmanuelchatham.org/ 

Vestry Members 

Mary Hicks Heitzler (2017) and John Geyer (2019) Co-Wardens 

Ashby Cothran (2019) 

Walter Coles (2018) 

 Langhorne Jones (2018) 

Martha Jane Rush (2017) 

http://www.emmanuelchatham.org/

