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The Liturgy of the Palms 

Choral Prelude: Shalom, my friends Israeli round 

Shalom, my friends, shalom, my friends, shalom, shalom.  Shalom, my friends, shalom, my 

friends, shalom, shalom.  

  
Blessed  is  the  King  who comes  in  the  name  of     the  Lord. 

 
       Peace  in  heaven and glory  in      the   high-  est. 

Celebrant: Let us pray 

All : Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with 

joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immor-

tality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Gospel Mark 11:1-11 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Ol-

ives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and 

immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it 

and bring it. If anyone says to you, `Why are you doing this?' just say this, `The Lord needs it 

and will send it back here immediately.'" They went away and found a colt tied near a door, 

outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, "What are 

you doing, untying the colt?" They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to 

take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many 

people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in 

the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, "Hosanna! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our 

ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!"  

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at eve-

rything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

 
   The     Lord   be         with      you.        And     al-   so  with you. 



 
    Let   us    give    thanks               to      the   Lord        our  God. 

 
       It      is     right             to   give   God thanks   and  praise.   

Celebrant: It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have re-

deemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  On this day he entered the holy city of 

Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their gar-

ments and branches of palm along his way.  Let these branches be for us signs of his victory, 

and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him 

in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spir-

it, now and for ever.  Amen. 

  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   

 
Ho- san-  na        in     the  high- est.  

The Procession 

 
           Cantor first time, All second time 

 
 Refrain 

 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * 

his mercy endures for ever.  Hosanna in the highest. 

Let Israel now proclaim, * 

"His mercy endures for ever." Hosanna in the highest. 



Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 

I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the LORD. Hosanna in the highest. 

"This is the gate of the LORD; * 

he who is righteous may enter." Hosanna in the highest. 

I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 

and have become my salvation. Hosanna in the highest. 

The same stone which the builders rejected * 

has become the chief cornerstone. Hosanna in the highest. 

This is the LORD'S doing, * 

and it is marvelous in our eyes. Hosanna in the highest. 

On this day the LORD has acted; * 

we will rejoice and be glad in it. Hosanna in the highest. 

Hosannah, LORD, hosannah! * 

LORD, send us now success. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; * 

we bless you from the house of the LORD. Hosanna in the highest. 

God is the LORD; he has shined upon us; * 

form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar. Hosanna in the highest. 

"You are my God, and I will thank you; * 

you are my God, and I will exalt you." Hosanna in the highest. 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, * 

his mercy endures for ever.   

       (The congregation now sings the complete antiphon) 

 

Collect at Station: Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suf-

fered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, 

walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Entrance Hymn All Glory Laud and Honor Hymn 154 vv. 1-3 

 

Celebrant:       

                      Blessed be God of  our sal-vation 

People:    

         Who bears our burdens and for-gives our sins  



Collect of the day  

All: Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son 

our Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giv-

ing us the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his 

suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

First Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a 

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the 

weary with a word.  Morning by morning he wakens-- wakens my ear to listen as those who 

are taught.  The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn back-

ward.  I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the 

beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.  The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I 

have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be 

put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up to-

gether.  Who are my adversaries?  Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

who will declare me guilty? 

Ps. 31:9-16  In te, Domine, speravi Tone II:1 

Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; * 

my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 

For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;* 

my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 

I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my  

               neighbors, a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 

when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 

I am as useless as a broken pot. 

For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; * 

they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 

But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. * 

I have said, "You are my God. 

My times are in your hand; * 

rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 



Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 

and in your loving-kindness save me." 

Epistle Philippians 2:5-11 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking 

the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.  And being found in human form, he 

humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a cross. There-

fore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at 

the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 

every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Sequence Hymn Glory be to Jesus H 479 

+THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW 

(The congregation may be seated.  All the congregation takes the role of the crowd, reading aloud the 

words printed in bold.  The responses before and after the Gospel are omitted)  

 

Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the 

Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he 

did not answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make 

against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor 

was greatly amazed. 

Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone 

whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So af-

ter they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus 

Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” For he realized that it was out of jealousy that 

they had handed him over. While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to 

him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal be-

cause of a dream about him.” Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to 

ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them, “Which of the 

two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate said to them, 

“Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, “Let him be 

crucified!” Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, 

“Let him be crucified!” 



So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took 

some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s 

blood; see to it yourselves.” Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and 

on our children!” So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him 

over to be crucified. 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they gath-

ered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and af-

ter twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right 

hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat on 

him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of 

the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this 

man to carry his cross.  (All stand)  

And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered 

him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when 

they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; then they 

sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put the charge against him, 

which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 

Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who 

passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the tem-

ple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from 

the cross.” In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were 

mocking him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let 

him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God 

deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” The bandits who were cruci-

fied with him also taunted him in the same way. 

From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about 

three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This 

man is calling for Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, 

put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether 

Elijah will come to save him.”  

 



Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last.  (all pause for silence and kneel, 

as you are able)  At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 

The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of 

the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection they came out of the 

tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those 

with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they 

were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 

 
O tree of beauty, tree of light… 

Sermon The Rev’d Dr. Regina Christianson 

Nicene Creed BPC 358 

Prayers of the People: Bidding Prayer 

We pray for the earth and for all people: (Silence) 

O God, the creator and preserver of all, we pray for all people and especially those in any 

kind of need through famine, war, or natural disaster. Make your ways known upon earth, O 

God, your saving power among all peoples. Help us to lighten their burden and to seek jus-

tice and peace for all.  God of love 

Congregation: Grant our prayer. 



We pray for the Church throughout the world: (Silence) 

Guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that all who call themselves Christians may be led 

into the way of truth, and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in holi-

ness of life. Strengthen Michael our Presiding Bishop, Holly our bishop, and all your church 

in the service of Christ that we may be witnesses to your compassion.  God of love 

 Congregation: Grant our prayer. 

We pray for those who are suffering: (Silence) 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope 

in their troubles, and bless those who care for them. We remember those who have died in 

Christ, grant us with them a share in your eternal kingdom.  God of love      

Congregation: Grant our prayer. 

We pray for ourselves and our ministries: (Silence) 

Give grace to us, our families and friends, and to all our neighbors; that we may serve Christ 

in one another, and love as he loves us.  God of love      

Congregation: Grant our prayer. 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all your saints, we commend ourselves and all people to your 

unfailing love. Accept these prayers we pray in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Confession of Sin BCP 360 

The Peace   We greet one another in the name of the Lord.  

Announcements 

Anthem  Ave Verum Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) 

Hail, true Body, born of the Virgin Mary, the one who truly suffered,  who was sacrificed 

on the Cross for humanity, from whose pierced side overflowed water and blood.  Be for us a 

foretaste (of the heavenly banquet) in the test of death. 

Offertory   O Sacred Head Hymn 168 

The Holy Communion 

Eucharistic Prayer A BCP 361 

  Sanctus & Benedictus: S-114 

   Fraction Anthem  S-158 

Communion hymn My Song is Love Unknown Hymn 458 



Post-communion prayer  

All: Lord Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, and in obedi-

ence died on the cross for our salvation: give us the mind to follow you and to proclaim you 

as our Savior, to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Blessing  

Closing Hymn Ride on, ride on in majesty Hymn 156 

Dismissal      (All leave in silence) 

Announcements 

Ministers of the Eucharist  

Lay Eucharistic Minister: Susan Paynter 

Readers:  Stephen Whiteley & Lily Hurt 

Intercessor: Martha Jane Rush  

Ushers: Langhorne Jones & John Geyer 

Altar:  Betty Camp 

Fellowship Hour: Susan Paynter 

Counters: John Geyer & Martha Jane Rush 

 

All are welcome to join us after the worship service for Fellowship Hour.  

Easter Flowers need to be in the hallway by Holy Saturday early afternoon.  Please let Regina 

know immediately if you wish a memorial or thanksgiving included in the Easter bulletin. 

Services for Holy Week: 

Palm Sunday: Services as usual at Emmanuel. 

Palm Sunday Ecumenical Choir: 3 PM.  A Holy Week Cantata based on Spirituals, at the 

Chatham Baptist Church.   

Maundy Thursday: Holy Eucharist with Mandatum and Stripping of the Altar 7 PM at 

Emmanuel.  The Ecumenical community has been invited.  The Mandatum is the washing 

of the feet: all are invited to participate, no one must, those who participate find it deeply 

moving.   

Good Friday: BCP Good Friday Service at 12 noon at Emmanuel.  

Good Friday Ecumenical Tenebrae Service, 7 PM, Chatham Presbyterian Church 

Holy Saturday, 7 PM, The BCP Easter Vigil Service, modified.  Scriptural Lessons and 

Hymns.  A quiet, meditative service.    

Easter Sunday, 8:30 AM, The Lighting of the New Fire, Blessing of Paschal Candle, sing-

ing of the Exultet, and first Eucharist of Easter. 

Easter Sunday, 11 AM, Sung Eucharist.   



12 | P a g e  

Grief Support Group meets on Tuesdays at noon at Emmanuel Church in the conference 

room.  Bring a bag lunch.  Invite your friends and neighbors.  

Bible Study Group meets biweekly on Thurs. at 10 AM.  The next meeting will be April 20. 

The Grounds and Building "Rock Stars" are collecting good, flat-ish, small-ish  rocks with 

which to build a rock wall in front of the church under the Resurrection window.  Be a part of 

this beautification by contributing a few appropriate stones from your yard or farms. 

EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Love God. Love your neighbor. Change the world. 

66 N Main Street ● PO Box 26 ● Chatham, Virginia 24531 ● 434.432.0316 

Email: office.emmanuelchatham@gmail.com; rector.emmanuelchatham@gmail.com 

Church Office hours:  Tues. and Thurs. from 1:30 - 4:30 PM.   

Please call or email ahead to be sure Dr. Christianson will be available. 

Website - www.emmanuelchatham.org/ 

 

Pieta, 1957 Model for Statue for the Cathedral of Sömmerda, Germany 

http://www.emmanuelchatham.org/

