
1 | P a g e  

 

EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Welcomes you 

Holy Eucharist: Rite 2 

Third Sunday in Advent  

December 11, 2016 

 

“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at?” 

John the Baptizer by Donatello, 1438 

Celebrant – The Reverend Dr. Regina Christianson 

Choir Director & Organist – Mr. Kenyon G. Scott 
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Prelude Short Variations on the Magnificat Johann Michael Haydn    

 Lighting of Advent Wreath 

O come, O come, thou Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 

In ancient times didst give the law, in cloud, and majesty, and awe. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

O come thou branch of Jesse’s tree, free them from Satan’s tyranny 

that trust they mighty power to save, and give them victory o’er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

Entrance Hymn Hark a thrilling voice Hymn 59 

 
Collect for Purity (said by all):  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the in-

spiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 

your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Trisagion (sung three times) S-102 
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Celebrant The Lord be with you 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

The Collect of the Day (unison) Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might 

come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful 

grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 

whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Hebrew Bible Isaiah 35:1-10 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.  The glo-

ry of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see 

the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.  Strengthen the weak hands, and make 

firm the feeble knees.  Say to those who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God.  He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense.  He will 

come and save you." 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then 

the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.  For wa-

ters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand 

shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall 

become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  A highway shall be there, 

and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for 

God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.  No lion shall be there, nor 

shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the re-

deemed shall walk there.  And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zi-

on with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and 

gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

The Song of Mary   Magnificat Luke 1:46-55  (choir) S- 185 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *  

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
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He has mercy on those who fear him * 

in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 

he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 

and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 

and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 

for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 

to Abraham and his children for ever. 

The Epistle James 5:7-10 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 

precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the 

late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord 

is near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. 

See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, be-

loved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

Sequence Hark, a glad sound Hymn 72 

Alleluia     Hymn 178 (refrain only) 

The Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2-11 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 

and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Je-

sus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their 

sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and 

the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no of-

fense at me.” 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go 

out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go 
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out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in roy-

al palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than 

a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger 

ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’  

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 

Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

The Sermon The Rev’d Dr. R. Christianson 

The Nicene Creed BCP 358 

The Prayers of the People: Form II BCP 385 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Presiding Bishop, 

Michael, and our own bishop, Holly; for this gathering; and for all ministers and peo-

ple.  Pray for the Church.   Silence 

I ask your prayers for peace; for all in authority, especially Barack our President, for 

goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people.  Pray for justice and 

peace.  Silence 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in pris-

on, especially Rosemary Nichols, Stephanie Wingfield, Paul Noble, Paul Peterson, 

Mollie Emerson, Jane Ruef, Bishop Heath Light, Rev. Chris Heying, Nick St Pierre, 

Michael Rose, baby Samuel Ford, Chip Camp, Bertha Watkins, and Mary Catherine 

Plaster.  Pray for those in any need or trouble.   Silence 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him.  Pray that they 

may find and be found by him.  Silence 

I ask your prayers for those serving in the Armed Forces and in humanitarian enter-

prises, far from home and possibly in dangerous circumstances, especially Geoffrey, 

Michael, James, Megan, Katie, Anthony, and David.   Silence 

I ask your prayers for the departed.  Pray for those who have died.  Silence 

Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the thanksgivings of those present 
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I ask your prayers for                              . 

 I ask your thanksgiving for                              . 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. Pray that 

we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.  Silence   

Our heavenly Father, we thank you for bringing Dr. Regina Christianson to us. We 

continue to pray for your divine guidance during this time of transition and change.  

We ask that you help us to understand and respond to the needs of Emmanuel 

Church, Chatham Hall and the broader community.  Continue to bless us with 

patience and understanding as your plan for us unfolds.  Guide us as we receive our 

new pastor and direct our work to care for your people; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

Confession of Sins and Absolution BCP 360 

The Peace BCP 360 

Announcements 

Anthem People Look East Words: Eleanor Farjeon, Basque carol 

Offertory Hymn On Jordan’s bank Hymn 76 

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367 

Sanctus & Benedictus S-130 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 

The Breaking of the Bread  

 
 

The Fraction Anthem S-164 
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Communion What is this crying at Jordan?  Hymn 69

 Once he came in blessing Hymn 53 

Postcommunion Prayer  BCP 365 

Blessing and Dismissal 

Closing “Thy kingdom come!” on bended knee Hymn 615 

Postlude   Fugue in C Major  J. S. Bach 

 
Ministers of the Eucharist 

Lay Eucharistic Minister:  John Geyer  

Reader:  Mark dePaulo & Cara Kinsey 

Prayers:  Martha Jane Rush 

Ushers:  Richard Camp & Walter Coles 

Fellowship Hour: 

Altar:  Lisa Mullis & Janice Chaney 

Counters John Geyer & Kathy Coward

 

Special Announcements 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by Alice Coles. 

Today is our Annual Meeting after our worship service, accompanied by a luncheon.  

Hargrave Academy invites everyone to their Hanging of the Greens ceremony tonight, 

December 11th at 6:45pm.   

Dove Tree: our Christmas outreach, sponsored by our Confirmation Class.  Gifts for 

teenage foster children who would not otherwise be remembered at Christmas.   

Blue Christmas Worship Service: Wed. Dec. 14 at 7 PM, an ecumenical service espe-

cially for those who find the holiday season hard emotionally.  It is a peaceful service 

of hymn, chants, scripture, harp, and meditation.  All are invited; bring your neigh-

bors. 

This week we remember our ancestors in the faith Lucia of Syracuse, 304; Juan de la 

Cruz, 1591; John Horden, 1893, and W. Robert  McDonald, 1913; Ralph Adams Cram, 

1912, Richard Upjohn, 1875, and John LaFarge, 1910; William Lloyd Garrison and Ma-

ria Stewart, 1879.  Monday is the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Our Lady revealed 

herself as a mestizo to a poor Indian, Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin, giving dignity to 



8 | P a g e  

the oppressed and honor to mixed race children.  Please remember to wish our Latin 

American neighbors “Viva la Virgin de Guadalupe”.   

Fellowship Hour for Dec. 18 will be hosted by Jayne and Mark DePaulo. 

The front piece, John the Baptizer, is by Donatello (c. 1386 -1466), wood, 1438, in Santa 

Maria Gloriosa dei Frari, Venice. 

 

EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Love God. Love your neighbor. Change the world. 
 

66 N Main Street ● PO Box 26 ● Chatham, Virginia 24531 ● 434.432.0316 

Email: office.emmanuelchatham@gmail.com; rector.emmanuelchatham@gmail.com 

Church Office hours:  Tues. and Thurs. from 1:30 - 4:30 PM.  Please call or email ahead 

to be sure Rev. Christianson will be available. 

Website - www.emmanuelchatham.org/ 

Vestry Members 

Jayne dePaulo – Senior Warden (2016) 

Langhorne Jones – Junior Warden (2018) 

Janice Chaney (2017) 

Walter Coles (2018) 

Mary Hicks Heitzler (2017) 

Martha Jane Rush (2017)      

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bi-

ble, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the 

USA, and used by permission. The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 

http://www.emmanuelchatham.org/

