
Third Sunday of Advent 
 

 

14 December 2014  11 A.M. Mass 

 
Prelude 
 
Lord, you give the great commission WLP 780 
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A PENITENTIAL ORDER 
  
The people standing, the Celebrant says 
 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Celebrant may read one of the following sentences 
 

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel:  The Lord your God is the 
only Lord. Love the Lord your  God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 
your  mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love  your neighbor as your-
self. There is no commandment  greater than these."   Mark 12:29-31 
 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the  truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God, who is  faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all  unrighteousness.   1 John 1:8,9 
 

Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the  heavens, Jesus, the Son 
of God, let us with confidence draw  near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and  find grace to help in time of need.   Hebrews 4:14,16 
 
The Celebrant then says   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Silence is kept and the People, as able, kneel 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
  
The Priest stands and says the absolution and then continues with the Kyrie. 
 
Kyrie, eleison.  or Lord, have mercy. 
Christe, eleison.   Christ, have mercy. 
Kyrie, eleison.   Lord, have mercy. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are 
sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and de-
liver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
A Reading from Isaiah. 6.1-4, 8-11 
 
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

because the LORD has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

and release to the prisoners; 
to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, 

and the day of vengeance of our God; 
to comfort all who mourn; 

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of many generations. 

For I the LORD love justice, 
I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
and their offspring among the peoples; 
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all who see them shall acknowledge 
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring up before all the nations.  
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Canticle 15  The Song of Mary Magnificat   Luke 1.46-55 
 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
    for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
    the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
    in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
    he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
    and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
    and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
    for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
    to Abraham and his children for ever. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians. 5.16-24 
 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words 
of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of 
evil. 
 
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and 
body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who 
calls you is faithful, and he will do this.  
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please turn and face the gospel as it is processed into the midst of the People.  
 
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry Hymnal 76 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 1.6-8,19-28 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. 
 
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jeru-
salem to ask him, "Who are you?" He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, "I 
am not the Messiah." And they asked him, "What then? Are you Elijah?" He said, "I am 
not." "Are you the prophet?" He answered, "No." Then they said to him, "Who are you? 
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?" He said, 
"I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, `Make straight the way of the 
Lord,'" as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They 
asked him, "Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor 
the prophet?" John answered them, "I baptize with water. Among you stands one 
whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the 
thong of his sandal." This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was 
baptizing.  
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Sermon 
 
Nicene Creed BCP 358 
 
Prayers of the People Leader uses page marked “Prayers,” near Advent wreath 
 
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy." 
 
To each petition, the people say   Lord, have mercy. 
 
In the communion of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary and of all the saints, let us commend our-
selves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God.    To you, O Lord our God. 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding collect and bids the peace. 
 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
 
Announcements and Offertory Sentence and Choir Anthem 
 
Doxology Hymnal 380, v. 3 
 
The Great Thanksgiving as announced 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord Hymnal S 129 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 

Lamb of God Hymnal S 163 

 

 

 

 
 
Invitation 
 
You shall cross the barren desert WLP 811 

All music is used with permission and license of RiteSong. 
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.  
Postcommunion Prayer  as announced 
 
Blessing and Dismissal. 
The People respond   Thanks be to God. 
 
Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord Hymnal 438 
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Postlude 
 
Birthdays: Janice Chaney, 15; Mark dePaulo, 19. 
 
 
Vestry Election  
 
Following the Peace, the congregation will fill three positions on the vestry for a three-
year term beginning 1 January 2015. 
 
Eligibility to Serve: A confirmed adult communicant of Emmanuel in good standing 
(by regular attendance at worship and financial commitment to the support of the 
church) and the signing of the canonically required attestation indicating willingness 
to abide by doctrine, discipline, and worship of The Episcopal Church. 
 
Vestry Nominees (Janice Chaney, Mary Hicks Heitzler, & Martha Jane Rush), the 
rector and the treasurer having been consulted, are qualified to serve. 
 
Eligibility to Vote: Adult communicant (16 and above) in good standing, that is “reg-
ular participants in [Emmanuel’s] corporate worship” (Canon 17.3). 
 
Sunday School.  All Children are invited to Sunday School during the coffee hour. 
 
Sunday, 21 December.  Greening of the Church. Please join in helping prepare 
the church for Christmas immediately after the 11 a.m. eucharist. 
 
This Tuesday.  The last Centering Prayer gathering for this year will be Tuesday at 
9:30 in the parish hall. 
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All are invited to participate the Greening of the Church and then to come by the by the 
Heyings (125 Reid Street) for pre-Christmas party from roughly 3 to 6 P.M. 
 
Ministers of the Mass
Subdeacons:  Kathy Coward, Mary Grace Heying 
Readers:  Carol Ann Fletcher, Elmer Wood 
Prayers:  Dorothy Diggs 
Ushers:  Richard Camp, Walter Coles 

Coffee Hour:    
Altar:   Mary Hicks Heitzler, Martha Jane Rush 
Greeters: Mary Hicks Heitzler, Martha Jane Rush 

 

EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH is a community of faith that worships 

God and goes forth to do the work God gives us to do. 
 

66 N Main St ● Chatham, Virginia 24531 ● emmanuelchatham.org ● 434.432.0316 
 

 
R Christopher Heying, Rector 
fatherheying@gmail.com ● 434.710.0329 

Sally Ford, Organist & Choir Director 
mothernature3.2000@gmail.com ● 434.953.4676 

Open House. 125 Reid Street. 
Sunday, 21 December, 3 to 5.


