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EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Welcomes you 

Holy Eucharist: Rite 2  

Christmas Eve, 10:30 PM 

Carol Sing and Holy Eucharist 

 

“Love came down at Christmas” 

Nativity (c. 1305), detail, by Giotto, Scrovegni Chapel, Padua 

Celebrant – The Reverend Dr. Regina Christianson 

Choir Director & Organist – Mr. Kenyon G. Scott 



2 | P a g e  

Carol Sing 

Carols God rest ye merry, gentlemen  Hymn 105 

 The snow lay on the ground  Hymn 110 

 Away in a manger  Hymn 101  

 It came upon a midnight clear Hymn 89 

 ‘Twas in the moon of wintertime  Hymn 114 

 Good Christians friends, rejoice Hymn 107 

Prelude Noël Angevin  César Franck (1822-1890) 

Lighting of the Wreath Candles Gentle Mary laid her child  choir 

Holy Eucharist 

Entrance Hymn  O come, all ye faithful  Hymn 83 (vv 1-3)

 

Collect for Purity (said by all):  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the in-

spiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 

your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Song of Praise Angels we have heard on high Hymn 96 

Celebrant The Lord be with you 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

The Collect of the Day (unison) O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the 

birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our 

Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



3 | P a g e  

Hebrew Bible Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land 

of deep darkness- on them light has shined.  You have multiplied the nation, you have 

increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult 

when dividing plunder.  For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoul-

ders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  For all the 

boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as 

fuel for the fire.  For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests up-

on his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Fa-

ther, Prince of Peace.  His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless 

peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with 

justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.  The zeal of 

the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Carol  What child is this? Hymn 115 

The Epistle Titus 2:11-14 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce 

impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-

controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifesta-

tion of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself 

for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his 

own who are zealous for good deeds. 

Carol The first noel Hymn 109 vv. 1 & 2 

Alleluia    Hymn 178 (refrain only) 

The Holy Gospel Luke 2:1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 

of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town 

of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, 
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to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the 

time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 

wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 

for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be 

afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 

sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 

God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 

whom he favors!" 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one an-

other, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 

Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 

and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had 

been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shep-

herds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 

as it had been told them. 

The Sermon The Rev’d Dr. R. Christianson 

The Nicene Creed BCP 358 

Prayers of the People, Form II BCP 385 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Presiding Bishop, 

Michael, and our own bishop, Holly; for this gathering; and for all ministers and peo-

ple.  Pray for the Church.   Silence 
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I ask your prayers for peace; for all in authority, especially Barack our President, for 

goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people.  Pray for justice and 

peace.  Silence 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in pris-

on, especially Rosemary, Paul Noble, Paul Peterson, Mollie, Jane, Bishop Heath, Rev. 

Chris, Nick, Michael, baby Samuel, Chip, Bertha, Mary Catherine, Wendy, and Cathy.  

Pray for those in any need or trouble.   Silence 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him.  Pray that they 

may find and be found by him.  Silence 

I ask your prayers for those serving in the Armed Forces and in humanitarian enter-

prises, far from home and possibly in dangerous circumstances, especially Geoffrey, 

Michael, James, Megan, Katie, Anthony, and David.   Silence 

I ask your prayers for the departed.  Pray for those who have died.  Silence 

Members of the congregation may ask the prayers or the thanksgivings of those present 

I ask your prayers for                              . 

 I ask your thanksgiving for                              . 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored. Pray that 

we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.  Silence   

Our heavenly Father, we thank you for bringing Dr. Regina Christianson to us. We 

continue to pray for your divine guidance during this time of transition and change.  

We ask that you help us to understand and respond to the needs of Emmanuel 

Church, Chatham Hall and the broader community.  Continue to bless us with 

patience and understanding as your plan for us unfolds.  Guide us as we receive our 

new pastor and direct our work to care for your people; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen. 

Confession of Sin BCP 360 
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The Peace BCP 360 

Announcements 

Anthem Jesus, Jesus, rest your head Appalachian Carol, arr. Ronn Huff 

Offertory It came upon a midnight clear Hymn 89 

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367 

Sanctus & Benedictus S-130 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 

The Breaking of the Bread  

 
 

The Fraction Anthem Love came down at Christmas Hymn 84 

Communion 

 Of the Father’s love begotten Hymn 82 

 In the bleak midwinter  Hymn 112 

 O Little Town of Bethlehem Hymn 79 

Lighting of Candles  Silent night  Hymn 111 

Prayer after Communion (All) Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son 

to take our nature upon him, and to be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, 

who have been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily 

be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you 

and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen 

Blessing and Dismissal 

Closing Hymn Joy to the World, the Lord is come Hymn 100  
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Special Announcements 

Please join us in the parish hall for a reception after the service.  

Birthday Blessings to Tred Hunt on Dec. 28 and Mary Jane Rush on Dec. 29.  Wedding Anni-

versary Blessings on Betty and Richard Camp on Dec. 30, and Ed and Jeanette Parramore on 

Dec. 31.  

Christmastide All are welcome; invite your neighbors.   

Sunday, Dec. 25      Christmas Day,     Eucharist 11 AM.  

Monday Dec. 26     Feast of St. Stephen, Deacon and Martyr, Evening Prayer 7 PM 

Tuesday Dec. 27     Feast of St. John, Apostle and Evangelist, Evening Prayer 7 PM 

Wed. Dec. 28          Holy Innocents, Evening Prayer 7 PM   

Sunday, Jan. 1        Lessons and Carols with Eucharist: 11 AM. 

Friday, Dec, 6          Feast of the Epiphany Holy Eucharist and carols, 7 PM 

This week we remember our ancestors in the faith, St. Stephen, Protomartyr; St. John, Apos-

tle; Holy Innocents; St. Thomas a Becket;  Francis Joseph-Gaudet, educator and prison reform-

er; and Samuel Ajayi Crowther, Missionary Bishop. 

The candles at the foot of each stained glass window are given in loving memory and thanks-

giving for the life and witness of the Rev. John Ruef by members of the Emmanuel Church. 

Ministers of the Eucharist 
Lay Eucharistic Minister: Jayne dePaulo 

Readers: Stephen Whiteley & John Geyer 

Prayers: Susan Paynter 

Ushers:  John Geyer 

Fellowship Hour: parishioners 

Altar:  Mary Hicks Heitzler 

Counters:  John Geyer & Mark dePaulo 

 
We are all meant to be mothers of God. What good is it to me if this eternal birth of the divine 

Son takes place unceasingly but does not take place within myself? And what good is it to me 

if Mary is full of grace if I am not also full of grace? What good is it to me for the Creator to 

give birth to his Son if I also do not give birth to him in my time and my culture? This, then, is 

the fullness of time: when the Son of God is begotten in us.   Meister Eckhart, 1260-1328 

Divinity could not have been more humbled, nor our fragility more exalted: more exalted than 

to be raised to Heaven and made equal to God through this union.  English, 15th century musi-

cal text 
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EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Love God. Love your neighbor. Change the world. 

66 N Main Street ● PO Box 26 ● Chatham, Virginia 24531 ● 434.432.0316 

Email: office.emmanuelchatham@gmail.com; rector.emmanuelchatham@gmail.com 

Church Office hours:  Tues. and Thurs. from 1:30 - 4:30 PM.  Please call or email ahead to be 

sure Rev. Christianson will be available. 

Website - www.emmanuelchatham.org/ 

Vestry Members 

Jayne dePaulo – Senior Warden (2016) 

Langhorne Jones – Junior Warden (2018) 

Janice Chaney (2017) 

Walter Coles (2018) 

Mary Hicks Heitzler (2017) 

Martha Jane Rush (2017) 

 
Nativity, (c. 1429), detail, by Fra Angelico (c. 1390-1455) 


