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When one considers the various Easter accounts of the 
Risen Lord appearing to the disciples, it becomes clear 
that for the early Church the resurrection was much 
more complex and much richer in character than a single 
event fixed in time.  The meaning of the resurrection was 
revealed not all at once, but gradually, with each 
appearance adding more depth to the rich texture of the 
disciples’ personal and community experience of the 
risen Jesus.  The beauty of the Easter season as we 
celebrate it in our tradition is that each Sunday we too 
learn a little more about the miracle – a little more about 
its startling implications for our lives.     
 

There are two implications woven tightly in the fabric of the season that I find most 
impressive and that leave me pondering a few questions. The first grows out of the clear 
physicality of the risen one.  When Jesus appears he does so not as some eerie specter, 
but as a human being fully alive and physically present. There is a “down to earth” 
quality about him. He invites his disciples to touch his hands and his feet.  He is fully 
present to them in conversation.  He even shares breakfast with them.   
 
However resurrection is to be understood, it is first and foremost to be understood as 
involving the “stuff” of this world.  The spiritual and the physical are not separate realms 
after all.  Spiritual and physical are fused into one existence. Everything that is – from 
the tiniest atom to the great blue whale – by its very nature participates in the holiness 
of the Creator.  As a consequence, how we treat one another and how we treat the 
world in which we live has profound spiritual implications. 
 
God pays the ultimate honor to human flesh and to all of creation through the 
resurrection of his son. But, how do we respond to that honor? Do we likewise pay 
honor to what God honors? And do we exemplify our spiritual convictions in the way we 
treat one another and the world around us? Or have we isolated our spiritual beliefs 
from our daily practices? These are Easter questions. 
 
The second implication I find most impressive is the way in which the power of the 
resurrection becomes available to those who believe in Jesus. The process of new life 
springing forth from death is implicit in the universe. We see it in the way that exploding 
stars gives birth to new worlds. We see it in the way the winter earth gives rise to the 
green shoots of spring. Death is transformed into new possibility everywhere from 
moment to moment.   



 
But what we observe in nature is just the tip of the iceberg.  At Easter, we learn that the 
power of new life also assumes human specificity in the person of Jesus. Resurrection 
affirms that the laws of physics and biology are undergirded by a deeper law, the deeper 
reality of God’s love for his creation. Those who believe in Jesus are invited into the 
power of that reality, invited to live in the ultimate hope that nothing passes away, that 
nothing is lost, that nothing lies beyond redemption.   
 
The life of the church in the world is radically changing in our time.  The old is passing 
away and we are uncertain about the form that the future church is taking.  One need 
not look hard to find something to worry over – whether it’s lagging attendance or 
dwindling budgets. Is our Easter faith strong enough to empower us to face these 
changes and challenges?  Does our belief in the resurrected Lord reflect a confidence 
that enables us to embrace a new world of faith and be not simply reactive onlookers, 
but mission enthusiasts? Is our faith in the resurrected Lord being realized in how we 
respond to a changing world? These too are Easter questions and ones I find myself 
pondering these days.   
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