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LITURGY OF LIGHT 
 
New fire is kindled outside the church and Father R Christopher Heying addresses the congregation 
 
Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death 
to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and 
prayer.  For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which by hearing his Word and celebrating his 
Sacraments, we share in his victory over death. 
 
O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: 
Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, 
that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Paschal Candle leads the congregation into the church pausing three times to sing the following 
 
 
 
 
 
Handheld candles are lit and the people are seated.  
 
Lilian Farling then sings the Exsultet 
 
Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels . . . ; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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It is truly right and good, always and everywhere. . . . . 
May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning—he who gives his light 
to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  
 
The paschal candle burns at all services from Easter to Pentecost and at all baptisms and funerals. 
 
The congregation may extinguish handheld candles at this time. 
 
LITURGY OF WORD 
 
The lights are turned on and Pastor Chuck Warnock introduces the Scripture readings    
 
Let us hear the record of God's saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; and 
let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 
 
Pastor Bill Mackey-Wisor     A Reading from Genesis. 22.1-18 
 
After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." 
He said, "Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 
offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you." So Abraham 
rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his 
son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the 
distance that God had shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far 
away. Then Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go 
over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you." Abraham took the wood of the 
burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the 
two of them walked on together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, "Father!" And he said, "Here I 
am, my son." He said, "The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt 
offering?" Abraham said, "God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son." So the 
two of them walked on together. 
 
When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid 
the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then 
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the LORD 
called to him from heaven, and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." He said, 
"Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, 
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since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me." And Abraham looked up and 
saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as 
a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place "The LORD will provide"; as it 
is said to this day, "On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided." 
 
The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, "By myself I 
have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your 
only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of 
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their 
enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, 
because you have obeyed my voice." 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
The God of Abraham praise  (Stand) Hymnal 401 
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Pastor Mackey-Wisor   Let us pray.    God and Father of all believers, for the glory of your Name 
multiply, by the grace of the Paschal sacrament, the number of your children; that your Church 
may rejoice to see fulfilled your promise to our father Abraham; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Pastor Warnock   A Reading from Exodus.   14.10-31; 15.20-21 
 
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on 
them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. They said to Moses, "Was it because 
there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have 
you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, 'Let us 
alone and let us serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians 
than to die in the wilderness." But Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid, stand firm, and 
see the deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you 
see today you shall never see again. The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still."  
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Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But 
you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may 
go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go 
in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and 
his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory 
for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers." 
 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the 
pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the 
army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up 
the night; one did not come near the other all night. 
 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east 
wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went 
into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 
The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and 
chariot drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down 
upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot 
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for 
the LORD is fighting for them against Egypt." 
 
Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come 
back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers." So Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before 
it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots 
and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one 
of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a 
wall for them on their right and on their left. 
 
Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on 
the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people 
feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses. 
 

Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women 
went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them:  "Sing to the 
LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea."   
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Through the Red Sea brought at last (Stand) Hymnal 187 

 

 
 
Pastor Warnock   Let us pray.    O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own 
day, you once delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under 
Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all 
the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the 
inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Father Heying  A Reading from Ezekiel.   37.1-14 
 
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and 
set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were 
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones 
live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and 
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: 
I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 
know that I am the LORD." 
 
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, 
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and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 
Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says 
the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they 
may live." I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, 
and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 
Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O 
my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the 
LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my 
spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know 
that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act," says the LORD.    
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Breathe on me, Breath of God (Stand)  Hymnal 508  
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Father Heying  Let us pray.   Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out 
of sin into righteous-ness and out of death into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy 
Spirit the will and the power to proclaim you to all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
LITURGY OF BAPTISMAL PROMISES 
 
Pastor Mikel Pugh 
 

Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, 
and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten 
observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once 
renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic 
Church. 
 

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
People  I do. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 
prayers?     I will, with God’s help. 
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Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the 
Lord?  I will, with God’s help. 
 
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
I will, with God’s help. 
 
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human 
being?     I will, with God’s help. 
 
Pastor Pugh concludes 
May Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and 
the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, 
through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 

LITURGY OF THE FONT    
Pastor Bob Ford blesses the font. 

 

 

 
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. . . .   To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and for ever.  
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THE DISMISSAL 
Father Heying says 
Remembering the promises at our Baptism, let us go forth to love and serve the Lord 
 
All respond 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

IN DEPARTING DURING THE ORGAN POSTLUDE,  

EACH PERSON IS INVITED TO TOUCH  

THE BLESSED WATER OF THE FONT  

AS AN ACCEPTANCE OF THE PROMISES MADE AT BAPTISM  

AND RENEWED ON THIS HOLY NIGHT. 

 

 

MAY YOUR EASTER CELEBRATION BE BLESSED AND JOYOUS. 
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