
By Susan Paynter 

 

Like all new rectors before 

him, Father Chris Heying has 

transformed Emmanuel’s rou-

tine.  A few weeks in, perhaps 

the most obvious change has 

been a notable increase in 

service to and by congregants. 

 

Weekly worship has grown 

from one Sunday service to 

include Morning Prayer four 

days a week and a Wednesday 

morn ing Healing Eucharist. 

 

Average attendance on Sun-

day has swollen, and so has 

the number of congregants 

actively serving in the presen-

tation of the liturgy.  Several 

acolytes -- including his chil-

dren John Luke and Mary 

Grace -- assist Father Heying. 

 

Two readers now participate 

each Sunday: one for each 

lesson.  Another congregant 

offers the Prayers of the Peo-

ple.  Two 

more assist 

as eucharis-

tic minis-

ters.    

 

That brings 

to five the 

number 

assisting 

Father Hey-

ing on any 

given Sunday, in addition to 

all available acolytes.   

 

The week-to-week rotation 

of those who fill each ro le 

increases the total number 

who serve. 

 

What other changes have we 

seen?  Well, there’s the Sun-

day Bulletin.  Its artwork is 

beautiful and it includes 

many hymns and much of 

the liturgy, minimizing our 

need to juggle bulletin, 

Hymnal and Book of Com-

mon Prayer. 
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Em ma nue l  Epis co pa l  Ch u rch  

The Rt. Rev. A. Heath Light, 

Bishop of Southwestern Vir-

ginia (retired), will be present 

at the 11 a.m. Eucharist on 

Sunday, 13 January 2013, that 

day being the Feast of the 

Baptism of our Lord.   

 

A son of Emmanuel Church 

and the Chatham community, 

Bishop Light has many friends 

here.  We are delighted that 

Bishop Light will be ab le to 

be with us.  He will preach, 

celebrate the Eucharist, and 

baptize, confirm, and receive 

any candidates. 

 

If you are interested in being 

baptized, confirmed or re-

ceived into The Ep iscopal 

Church during Bishop 

Light’s 

visit, 

please 

speak 

with 

Father 

Heying. 

There’s a fresh sense of pur-

pose and pace to the Eucha-

rist, wh ich is also richly in-

fused with much of the beauty 

and mystery offered by The 

Ep iscopal Church. 

 

Then there’s the leader him-

self. One sentiment heard 

from several members is that 

there’s no forgetting the point 

of it a ll with Chris Heying.  

This is clearly a deeply spir-

itual man; one who enjoys a 

close relationship with God 

and who’s committed to help-

ing others find that same con-

nection and union. 

Bishop Light to Visit Emmanuel on January 13 

Bishop Light 

Fr. Chris and new member Len Rogers, with  

Dick Camp in the background 
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Dear Friends in  Christ, 

 

In this the 168th year of our church 

we can see the hand of God at 

work.  After 20 years of part time 

ministries and moments of skepti-

cism, Emmanuel is alive and well. 

 

In 1st Corinthians, the 3rd Chap-

ter, and the 6th and 7th verses, we 

hear the Apostle Paul asking, 

“Who then is Paul, and who is 

Apollos, but ministers…?  I have 

planted, Apollos watered; but GOD 

GAVE THE INCREASE.” (KJV) 

 

God has truly blessed us this year.  

After a two year search for a part 

time priest, we started 2012 and 

quickly were led by the Holy Spirit 

to expand our search to a full time 

ministry.  As humans, we naturally 

questioned if we could afford such.  

But being touched by God every-

thing fell into place, people came 

together, doors opened and by 

spring we had had three visiting 

candidates.   

 

Then this summer miracles began 

to happen, too numerous to list 

here.  But it was so overwhelming-

ly obvious that God was speaking 

to us.   

 

Eyes were opened, hearts were 

touched, we began to grow, and we 

moved to a unanimous recommen-

dation from the Search Committee, 

the Vestry, and ultimately the Con-

gregational Meeting to not only call 

a full time priest, but we were 

blessed to find 

Father R Chris-

topher Heying.  

 

With Father 

Chris’ coming 

and under his leadership, we 

have gained ten new members so 

far this year, increased attend-

ance, welcomed numerous visi-

tors, and experienced an outpour-

ing of love.  In my almost 50 

years at Emmanuel, this is truly 

one of the most exciting times I’ve 

ever witnessed!   

 

May God truly Bless Father 

Chris, Emmanuel Church, and 

Each of Us! 

 

            - Billy Simpson 

Emmanuel Celebrates the Life of Dr. George Dame 

By Susan Paynter 

 

On Saturday and Sunday, September 29 

and 30, Emmanuel paid tribute to her 

founder, the Reverend Dr. George 

Washington Dame, on the bicentennial 

of his birth. 

 

A reception and church tour kicked off 

events on Saturday morning.  Honored 

guests were Dame descendants who’d 

traveled here for observances at Em-

manuel and Danville’s Church of the 

Ep iphany.  Ruth Jones was reception 

hostess, Langhorne Jones tour director. 

 

The congregation was joined by local 

history buffs and many from Chatham 

Hall for an “antique” worship service 

with liturgy from the 1789 Book of 

Common Prayer, which Dame would 

have used. 

 

The Reverend James Mathieson was 

celebrant, Chatham Hall Rector Dr. 

Gary Fountain the lector.  Organist Sal-

ly Ford was joined by the 28 voices of 

Chatham Hall’s St. Mary’s Choir under 

the direction of Dav id Grimes. 

 

Janis and Billy Simpson produced a 

keepsake Sunday bulletin featuring the 

1789 liturgy. 

 

Dr. Dame reignited  the Episcopal faith 

in our area.  Southside residents had re-

jected the Anglican Communion along 

with Brit ish rule during the Revolut ion-

ary era.  When Dame was appointed 

rector of the four-county Camden Parish, 

he found only eight Episcopalians. 

Dame brought sufficient numbers back 

to the faith to establish Epiphany, Em-

manuel and several rural churches. He 

also served as a first trustee of what is 

now Chatham Hall. 

 

On hand to enjoy the festivities was 

the Reverend Dr. John Ruef, a man 

who served both Chatham Hall, as 

chaplain from 1985 to 1993, and Em-

manuel, as rector from 1992 to 2005. 

John also served two stints at Emman-

uel as priest in charge, and his contin-

ued presence is a comfort to many. 

David Grimes and the St. Mary’s Choir from Chatham Hall enhance the service. 



RECURRING EVENTS 
Sundays     

10:00 am Rector’s Forum - Conference Room      

     

11:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II 

                                                   

12:00 pm Coffee Hour - In the Parish Hall 

 

Monday - Thursday 

  8:45 am Morning Prayer 

 

Wednesdays 

  9:00 am Healing Eucharist 

 

Thursdays 

  7:30 pm Choir Practice - All are welcome. 

 

1st Thursday of each month 

  2:00 pm The Briar Ridge Ramblers perform at 

                Oak Grove Residential Home.  

                Social Hour sponsored by Emmanuel   

 

4th Sunday of each month 

12:30 pm Vestry Meeting - Conference Room 

SPECIAL EVENTS  

Saturday, November 17 

  7:00 pm Chatham Concert Series and Reception 

                Fun for Clarinet, Strings and Piano -  

                The Rainier Trio and Clarinetist Alex Jones 

 

Sunday, December 9 

12:00 pm Annual Congregational Meeting 

      Covered Dish Luncheon in the Parish Hall 

 

Thursday, December 20 

  7:00 pm Greening of the Church 

 

Monday, December 24 

10:30 pm Christmas Carols 

11:00 pm Holy Eucharist 

 

Friday, January 11 

  7:00 pm Chatham Concert Series 

      Music for Flute, Harp & Strings 

 

Sunday, January 13 

11:00 am Holy Eucharist - Bishop’s Visitation 

      The Rt. Rev. A. Heath Light 

Emmanuel Calendar Notes for Nov. 2012 - Jan 2013 
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The schedule of services and other parish events summarized below are as of the date of publication. Changes or  

additional details will be published in the Sunday service bulletins, by special announcement and / or on the 

parish web site at www.emmanuelchatham.org. The complete calendars are also available on the web site. 

We extend a further 

hearty “Welcome!” to 

these 2012 new mem-

bers of  the Emmanuel 

Church family: 

 

 John Chaney 

 Cindy Heying 

 Mary Grace Heying 

 John Luke Heying 

 Patrick Heying 

 Linda Kauffelt 

 Michael Kauffelt 

 Carol LaVancher 

 Barbara Rogers 

 Len Rogers 

Welcome 
New 

Members !! 

Opportunities for Ministry Involvement 

Father Heying is working to see that 

all who want to serve in some capacity 

at Emmanuel have the opportunity. He 

has inserted a Form for Ministry In-

volvement in Sunday bulletins allow-

ing each of us to offer our gifts in     

efforts from acolyte to outreach to 

youth group. There are 25 categories in 

all. Please take a few moments next 

Sunday to consider how you might wish 

to serve at Emmanuel, fill out the form 

and return it to Father Heying. 

Vestry Nominations 

Vestry nominations should be given by 

15 November to any vestry member 

who will pass the name on to the nomi-

nating committee comprised of Vic 

Millner and Beth Coles. To serve, one 

needs to be a confirmed communicant 

in good standing, defined as being a 

supporter of this church with one’s 

presence at worship and a financial 

pledge. 

We extend our Congratulations and 

Best Wishes at the marriage of  

Jennifer White and Steve Wilson on 

Wednesday, October 31, 2012 at     

Emmanuel Episcopal Church. 

 

Catherine Overbey, age 103, mother 

of Mary Catherine Plaster, died     

Sunday, October 28th at her residence. 

Graveside services were held on      

November 1st followed by a reception 

at Emmanuel Episcopal Church. 



Susan:  You’ve been here just 

two weeks now.  How are you 

settling in? 

 

Father Heying:  My family 

and I are truly enjoying this 

lovely town.  I’m here Satur-

day through Thursday, then I 

go to them in Forest and they 

join me back here for the week-

end.  We’re especially grateful 

that Judge Hairston’s daugh-

ter provided us with a fur-

nished home just around the 

corner from Emmanuel.  For 

the first time ever, John Luke 

was able to make it to church 

on his pogo stick! 

 

Q:  It’s been wonderful having your family with us on 

Sunday.  How are you, Cindy and the kids coping with 

the temporary, sometime separation? 

 

A:  Cindy has a lot on her hands with three children, 

especially on school mornings.  But it’s allowed me, 

without day-to-day family duties, to be more fully pre-

sent with Emmanuel’s congregation at the start of my 

ministry here, and that’s no small blessing for me.  

Mary Grace, John Luke and Patrick seem to enjoy 

being here on weekends.  So far, all is great. 

 

Q:  Have you ever served a parish of this size? 

 

A:  I’ve served as an assistant in larger parishes, but 

most of my experience has been with congregations 

that range from 30 to 100 in average Sunday attend-

ance.   

 

Q:  On your first two Sundays with us, there were 

more worshipers than usual in the pews.  Do you see 

potential for further growth? 

 

A:  Valuable growth can come in many forms, and 

they all come from God.  I’m excited about Emmanu-

el’s current faithfulness as well as the great possibili-

ties here for spiritual and numerical growth. 

 

Q:  You’ve indicated you’ll have what some leaders call 

an “open door policy.”  Talk about that a little. 

 

A:  It’s about my availability to the Emmanuel family.  

That must begin with listening to your joys and sor-

rows, hopes and concerns.  At times I may drop the 

ball, so I want anyone who feels I’ve done that to 

speak to me directly about it.  Then we can go for-

ward, strengthened together in reconciliation.  If we 

don’t or can’t agree, let’s acknowledge that in love, 

always working to strengthen the relationship. 

Q:  Do you have official office hours? 

 

A:  My intention is to be available most mornings 

and to schedule visits and other duties in the after-

noon.  However, varying obligations call for some 

flexibility.  Everyone should feel free to just drop by.  

If I’m not in, or if you want to call first, the primary 

way to reach me is my cell phone:  

434.710.0329. 

 

Q:  Your liturgy style is a bit different from what Em-

manuel is used to.  Can you talk about that a little? 

 

A:  When I visited Emmanuel this summer two 

things stood out for me:  the warmth of the people 

and their commitment to worship in this beautiful 

space.  Worship is at the center of our life in The 

Episcopal Church, and it’s from worship that all we 

do in Christ’s name flows: study, fellowship, and out-

reach. 

 

I’m one priest in the history of priests at Emmanuel.  

Each of us has brought special gifts for worship, and 

we’ve all been led by the wonderful guidelines found 

in The Book of Common Prayer.  It’s marvelous to 

stand on the strong foundation of worship that was 

here before me and will assuredly be here after me.  

The important constant, what I anticipate will con-

tinue to be the focus, is the engagement in vital wor-

ship of all of God’s people gathered. 

 

It’s my hope that, as we worship together, each per-

son will participate in whatever way he or she is 

comfortable.  That all of us -- with our various histo-

ries, personalities, styles and tastes -- will offer glory 

to God and thereby be nourished and fed to go out to 

do the work God gives us to do. 

 

Q:  You talk about practicing generosity with one an-

other.  We always try to do that, in general, but are 

you thinking of something specific? 

 

A: Yes, that’s what I’ve been talking about: practic-

ing generosity.  We’re called to love as Jesus 

loves -- however different we may be.  We’re 

called to know                        please turn to page 5 

An Interview with the Reverend R Christopher Heying 
Susan Paynter chatted with Father Hey ing in Mid-October 
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continued from page 4 

 

that God loves that person or those people as com-

pletely as he does us.  This is what unites us in the 

common mission of reconciling the world to God. 

 

Q:  Your Sunday bulletins are quite lovely.  In your 

first week the cover photo was a stained glass window 

and in your second, a richly painted icon.  Are these 

covers intended to direct our focus? 

 

A:  Emmanuel is blessed to have a beautiful building 

in which to worship.  You see that as you arrive.  As 

you enter, you’re conscious of the holy space.  Then, as 

you take your place in the pew, the bulletin can fur-

ther guide your worship.  In general, I like to use pic-

tures or illustrations that highlight some aspect of the 

reading or of the service itself. 

 

Q:  Speaking of worship, you’ve already extended wor-

ship opportunities to include Morning Prayer and a 

Wednesday morning Healing Eucharist.  Tell us about 

these. 

 

A:  Morning Prayer is held at 8:45, Monday through 

Thursday.  It’s a short service of scripture and prayer 

-- about 15 minutes -- and it’s a great way to begin the 

day.  The Healing Eucharist is available on Wednes-

day mornings at 9:00.  The intention is for healing of 

body, mind and spirit.  It lasts from 30 to 40 minutes 

and includes an opportunity to be anointed with oil. 

 

Q:  Do you have other plans for extended worship? 

 

A:  We’ll have many different opportunities to wor-

ship, especially at such times as Lent and Holy Week.  

As desire and opportunity arise, anything is possible. 

 

Q:  Explain your Rector’s Forum.  Who should come, 

what can they hope to find there? 

 

A:  We’re beginning with an opportunity for me to 

learn about Emmanuel Church:  what you value about 

your association with it, a time in the past when you 

were particularly excited by what was happening here 

or by something you took part in.   

 

This conversation will give me insight into your hopes 

and values for the church going forward and also help 

you to get to know me.  After a period of sharing in 

this way, of “telling our stories” of Emmanuel and our 

connection to it, we’ll move on to bible study and oth-

er topics. 

 

Q:  You’ve been meeting regularly with the vestry.  

Are you making plans, just getting to know each oth-

er, or what? 

 

A:  Much of our work this summer and fall has been 

addressing normal transition and administrative de-

tails, congregational needs, building and grounds 

maintenance and other routine matters.  In so doing, 

we’re getting to know one another and strengthening 

the relationship between the new priest and vestry 

and congregation.  As we continue to gain mutual 

understanding, we’ll broaden our work to include the 

mission of the church, the gifts and talents of our 

congregation and the needs of the wider community. 

 

Q:  You’re still new to the Chatham community, but 

have you had any specific thoughts on social out-

reach? 

 

A:  I believe that all congregations gathered in the 

name of Christ are called to reach out in love to our 

“neighbor,” which may be loosely defined as “anyone 

having need.”  I’m pleased to discover so many are 

already doing that in powerful ways through various 

civic organizations.  We’re right to remember that 

anything you do for others is part of who you are as a 

Christian and as part of the Emmanuel family. 

 

As I get to know all of you better, I’ll learn more 

about your interests and gifts.  As I get to know the 

Chatham community better, I’ll learn more about 

local needs.  It’s in the marriage of your interests and 

gifts with community needs (however community 

may be defined) where vital outreach can happen. 

 

It’s my prayer that we may together discover, not 

simply impose, a vision for ministry to Chatham and 

the world.  

An Interview with the Reverend R Christopher Heying 
Susan Paynter chatted with Father Hey ing in Mid-October (continued) 
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A Recent Meeting of the Rector’s Forum 



NOVEMBER 2012 TH E  P RUD E N P ARISH  P RE SS P AG E  6  



Honoring Father Jim Mathieson 
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Prayer List 
Pray for the sick and the shut-ins: 

    * A lan Arey     

    * Lou is dePaulo 

    * Nancy Jones Hayes 

    * A llene Hunt 

    * Marvin Mullis 

    * A lice Overbey 

    * Shannon & Ed Olivarez 

    * David Brochu 

    * John & Jane Ruef 

    * Dorothy Roop 

    * Rosemary Nichols 

    * Gloria Thompson 

    * West Mathieson 

    * Helen Melton 

    * Chuck Hough 

    * Brenda Clark 

    * Mary Kathryn Haley 

    * Irma Irby 

    * Claudia Emerson 

    * Bill Scott 

    * Lo is Chapman  

    * Lena Carter 

    * Jacqueline Rowles 

    * Lena Ford  

    * Mildred Jane Worsham  
 
Pray for the departed: 

    * Catherine Overbey 

 

Heavenly Father, g iver of life and 

health: Comfort and relieve thy sick 

servants, and give thy power of healing 

to those who minister to their needs, 

that those for whom our prayers are 

offered may be strengthened in their 

weakness and have confidence in thy 

loving care; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who liveth and reigneth with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. A men. 

 

Pray for those in the armed forces: 

    * Geoffrey Bailey  

    * Michael Kowalski 

 

Almighty God, we commend to your 

gracious care and keeping all the men 

and women of our armed forces at home 

and abroad. Defend them day by day 

with your heavenly grace; strengthen 

them in their t rials and temptations; give 

them courage to face the perils which 

beset them; and grant them a sense of 

your abiding presence wherever they 

may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

By Susan Paynter 
 

Sunday, September 23, was set aside 

as a day of appreciation for Jim 

Mathieson’s many years of varying 

service to the Emmanuel congregation. 

 

Jim and Joan Mathieson lingered over 

lunch -- allowing time for reminis-

cences about the Mathieson years -- 

even as they anticipated the drive to 

Arlington for Jim to conduct a funeral 

the following day. 

 

Luncheon in the parish hall was prime 

rib, catered by Tred Hunt, with all the 

covered-dish sides and fixings provid-

ed by the many hands of Emmanuel. 

 

The Mathiesons were presented with a 

bouquet of red roses and a memory 

book created by Mary Catherine Plas-

ter containing 

congregants’ pho-

tos and hand-

written notes. 

 

Father Jim came 

to Emmanuel as a 

young man and 

fulltime priest in 

1969.  He served 

in that capacity until 1975, but contin-

ued to be a source of strength and com-

fort to many in the parish. 

 

More recently, Mathieson returned as 

supply priest when the Reverend Dr. 

David Smith moved on to Woodberry 

Forest School in September 2010.  Jim 

led us throughout our two-year search 

for a new rector which ended happily 

with the calling of the Reverend R 

Christopher Heying. 

(l. to r.): Ruth and John; Billy with Fr. Jim;  Mark, Michael and Joan 

(l. to r.): Alice and Vic; Joan and Mary Catherine; Nan and Bob 

(l. to r.): Charles, Michael and Joe; Janis and Linda; Jeanne and Jeannette 



66 North Main Street, P.O. Box 26 

Chatham, VA 24531 

 

Fr. R Christopher Heying, Rector 

fatherheying@gmail.com | 434.710.0329  

 

Bill Simpson, Senior Warden 

jh-simpson@att.net | 336.260.8217 

Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
    in the Diocese of Southern Virginia 

Celebrating the Life of Dr. Dame,  Arrival of Fr. Heying 
Photos by Susan Paynter 

Visit Emmanuel on the World Wide Web 

 
         at   www.emmanuelchatham.org.  

 

 
 Please send stories, article suggestions or 

comments to Susan Paynter or  
      Wayne Wilson or email them to 

emmanuelchatham@gmail.com.  

 
   The article submission deadline for the                    

January issue is December 15th. 

 

Betty Camp with Cindy and 

Mary Grace Heying  
Bob Jiranek with (Dame de-

scendent) Page Dame  

Choir member, Fr. Mathieson 

and Dr. Gary Fountain 

Bob Jiranek, Bill Simpson and 

Mary Catherine Plaster 

Fr. Heying consults with    

Caro l LaVancher 

Alice Coles’ Autumn Buffet  

St. Mary’s Choir at Chatham 

Hall comes to Emmanuel 


