
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
  

 
From stained glass symbols at Augustana Lutheran Church, ELCA, Sioux City, Iowa 

Cross and Anchor. "We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine behind the 
curtain, where Jesus, a forerunner on our behalf, has entered, having become a high priest forever according to the order of Mel-
chizedek" (Hebrews 6.19-20). The cross represents Jesus' suffering and death, the offering of his life for the life of the world.  The 
anchor symbolizes the foundation of the Christian faith—our hope in Jesus Christ. 
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Prelude 
 
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart Hymnal 488 
 
The Celebrant   Alleluia. Christ is risen.    The People respond   The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
 

Collect for Purity BCP 355 
 

Glory to God in the highest, Hymnal S 278 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understand-
ing: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all 
things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.  17.22-31 
 
Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, "Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are 
in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I 
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found among them an altar with the inscription, `To an unknown god.' What therefore you wor-
ship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he 
who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served 
by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and 
breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he 
allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so 
that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is 
not far from each one of us. For `In him we live and move and have our being'; as even some of 
your own poets have said,   `For we too are his offspring.'  Since we are God's offspring, we ought 
not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagi-
nation of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands 
all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world 
judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to 
all by raising him from the dead." 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 66.7-18 Jubilate Deo 
 
7 

Bless our God, you peoples; *  
make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

8 
Who holds our souls in life, *  
and will not allow our feet to slip. 

9 
For you, O God, have proved us; *  
you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

10 
You brought us into the snare; *  
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

11 
You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; * 
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 

12 
I will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows, * 
which I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
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13 
I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams; * 
I will give you oxen and goats. 

14 
Come and listen, all you who fear God, *  
and I will tell you what he has done for me. 

15 
I called out to him with my mouth, *  
and his praise was on my tongue. 

16 
If I had found evil in my heart, *  
the Lord would not have heard me; 

17 
But in truth God has heard me; *  
he has attended to the voice of my prayer. 

18 
Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, *  
nor withheld his love from me. 

 
A Reading from the First Letter of Peter.  3.13-22 
 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing 
what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your 
hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands 
from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep 
your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good con-
duct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should 
be God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the right-
eous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but 
made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 
who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the 
building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And bap-
tism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an ap-
peal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into 
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to 
him. 
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The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Come down, O Love divine Hymnal 516 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  14.15-21 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, be-
cause he abides with you, and he will be in you. "I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to 
you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also 
will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They 
who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will 
be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon 
 

The Nicene Creed BCP 358 
 

Prayers of the People      The Leader and People pray responsively 
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;    

People  That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;  
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
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Give to the departed eternal rest.    
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;     
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.   (Please add names silently or aloud during the “Silences”)  

For the sick and in need of special care: Betty Ann, Scott, Helen, Bill, Chris, Joy, Frances, Edmund, San-
dra, Rachel, Matt, Paul, Alan, Marvin, Sandy, Ron, Pastor Bob, Elton, John Wyatt, Roland & Family     Si-
lence  

For those serving in the Armed Forces: Geoffrey, Michael, James, Megan, Katie.  Silence 

Thanksgiving for those with birthdays:  27, Marian Roberts; 28, Ed Parramore.  Silence 
 

Thanksgiving for those with anniversaries:  26, Linda & Mike Kauffelt; 26, Susan Paynter & Joe Hasankuli-

zade.  Silence  
 

We remember those who gave their lives for our freedom.  May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding prayer and bids the peace. 
 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  And also with you. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Announcements and Offertory Sentence 
 
Choir anthem 
 

Eternal Father, strong to save (stand) Hymnal 608 
 

The Great Thanksgiving as announced 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy    S 129 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says responsively with the People 
 
The Lord be with you.     And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing. . . . 
 

Celebrant and People  Hymnal S 128 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Then the Celebrant continues with the eucharistic prayer. 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 
 
Breaking of the Bread     After a period of silence, the fraction anthem is sung or said. 
 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
Lord dismiss us with thy blessing Hymnal 344 
 
Blessed assurance LEVAS 184 
 
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!  
  O what a foretaste of glory divine!  
  Heir of salvation, purchase of God,  
  Born of His spirit, washed in His blood.  
 
  This is my story, this is my song,  
  Praising my savior all the day long;  
  This is my story, this is my song,  
  Praising my savior all the day long.  
 

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight,  
  Visions of rapture now burst on my sight;  
  Angels descending, bring from above  
  Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain  
 
3 Perfect submission, all is at rest,  
  I in my savior am happy and blest;  
  Watching and waiting, looking above,  
  Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. Refrain  

Postcommunion Prayer as announced 

 
The Priest blesses the people and then dismisses them.  

People respond   Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia. 
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O beautiful for spacious skies Hymnal 719 
 

Postlude 
 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God by Mary Catherine Plaster. 
 
Ministers of the Mass 
 

Subdeacons:   Mary Grace Heying 

 Kathy Nelson-Coward 
Readers:   Susan Paynter, Michael Rose 
Prayers:   Michael Rose 
Ushers:   Cy Kramer, Langhorne Jones 
Altar:   Betty Camp, Barbara Rogers 
Flowers:  Mary Catherine Plaster 
Coffee Hour:   All!  For Birthdays & Anniversaries  
Greeters:   Joe Hazankulizade and Susan Paynter  
 

 
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH is a community of faith that worships God 
and goes forth to do the work God gives us to do. 
 

66 North Main Street ● Chatham, Virginia 24531 ● 434.432.0316 ● www.emmanuelchurch.org 
 
Sally Ford, Organist & Choir Director 
mothernature3_2000@gmail.com ● 434.953.4676 

Fr. R Christsopher Heying, Priest 
fatherheying@gmail.com ● 434.710.0329

 

“Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, what-

ever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 

commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 

worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the 

things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in 

me, and the God of peace will be with you” (Philippians 4.8-9). 


