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Emmanuel Elects Three to Vestry
at December 9th Annual Meeting
By Jeanne Reynolds
Emmanuel’s Parish Hall was
bursting with fellowship and
good food on December 9th as
the church members gathered
for the Annual Congregational Dinner and Meeting!
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Father Chris Heying opened
the meeting with prayer and
then appointed Sharon Taylor
to be the recording secretary
and Vic Millner, Linda Kauffelt and Walter Coles to be
the judges for the election of
new vestry members.
Beth Coles and Vic Millner
were shown appreciation for
their service on the vestry
over the past three years.
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Then Richard Camp, John
Geyer and Charles Williams
were presented as nominees
for the vestry. A motion was

(l to r): John Geyer, Charles Williams, Father Heying,
and Richard Camp
presented and passed increasing the vestry to seven
members from six, and the
three new nominees were
elected by acclamation.

John noted that Walter Coles
and the Finance Committee
have drawn up a budget and a
new three-year financial plan
for Emmanuel.

The Senior Warden, Bill
Simpson, expressed his
thanks for the twenty new
church members. John
Geyer gave a short treasurer’s report noting that the
pledges to date were the
highest totals since the early
1990s.

Father Chris noted that it was
a pleasure to have Dr. Ruef
and Jane present as well as
Father Jim and Joan
Mathieson. All enjoyed the
wonderful food and fellowship following the morning
Eucharistic Service.

Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist - Jan. 13
The Rt. Rev. A. Heath Light,
Bishop of Southwestern Virginia (retired), will be present
at the 11 a.m. Eucharist on
Sunday, 13 January 2013, that
day being the Feast of the
Baptism of our Lord.
A son of Emmanuel Church
and the Chatham community,
Bishop Light has many friends

here. We are delighted that
Bishop Light will be able to
be with us.
With the permission of the
Rt. Rev. Holly Hollerith,
Bishop of Southern Virginia,
Bishop Light will baptize,
confirm, receive, preach, and
preside at the Eucharist.
Bishop Light
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Vestry Notes from the Senior Warden
From the Reverend Dr. George
Washington Dame’s founding of
Emmanuel Church in 1844, we
have had an exciting history.
Think of all the changes during
that time: through four different
prayer books to a female presiding
bishop, from riding in automobiles,
to walking on the moon.

I believe 2013 can be one of the
more exciting times at Emmanuel
Church. New faces, growing enthusiasm, emerging ministries, expanding worship opportunities.

they are and ask
why; I dream
things that never
were and say,
why not?”

There’s lots of excitement as we
grow together in this first full year
with Father Chris.

Now consistently at 50, why not
reach 100 on Sundays this year?
With God’s help, anything is possible!

Quoting Gladstone as I did early
last year, “Some men see things as

- Billy Simpson, Senior Warden
More Greening of
the Church photos (l to r): the crèche;
Beth, Andrew, and
Emily; Sally and
Wayne (Photos by
Rosemary Nichols)

Last Sunday of Advent and the Greening of the Church
By Susan Paynter
On December 23, the last Sunday
of Advent, the fourth candle was
lit on the Advent wreath and the
crèche was set up. The scene
lacked only the arrival of baby Jesus and -- later --the wise men.
Those three could be seen halfway
down the nave, on their journey to
join the drama unfolding in Bethlehem. We were reminded by the
manger scene that Jesus was born
as he lived and died: with little
material wealth.

After mass, Beth Coles treated us
all to a lunch of chili, cornbread
and fruitcake. Well fortified, many
returned upstairs for the greening
of the church.

Mary Catherine at the Greening
All very festive, indeed!
Andrew decorating the tree
By mid-afternoon it was beginning
to look a lot like Christmas. The
tree was up and lit. Abundant evergreen cuttings accented with red
berries adorned the windows and
buttresses of the church. The altar
was bedecked right, left and center
with red poinsettias and magnolia
greens. Wreaths had been made

Sally at the Greening

and were hanging to the front
and back of the church.

Barbara and Katie
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Emmanuel Calendar Notes for January - March 2013
The schedule of services and other parish events summarized below are as of the date of publication. Changes or
additional details will be published in the Sunday service bulletins, by special announcement and / or on the
parish web site at www.emmanuelchatham.org. The complete calendars are also available on the web site.
RECURRING EVENTS
Sundays
10:00 am Sunday Forum - Parish Hall - Jan 20 ff
11:00 am Eucharist
12:00 pm Coffee Hour - Parish Hall
Tuesdays through Thursdays
8:45 am Morning Prayer
Wednesdays
5:30 pm Choir Practice - All are welcome.
7:00 pm Eucharist
1st Thursday of each month
2:00 pm The Briar Ridge Ramblers at Oak Grove
SPECIAL EVENTS
Sundays, January 6 and 13
9:30 am Inquirers’ Class - Parish Hall

Friday, February 8
7:00 pm Chatham Concert Series
The Camden Consort: Renaissance and
Baroque Songs, Dances, and Ballads
Ecumenical Lenten Program; Parish Lenten
Program - TBA
Tuesday, February 12
6:00 pm Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Wednesday, February 13 - Ash Wednesday
12:10 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Eucharist and
Imposition of Ashes
Saturday, March 2
7:00 pm Chatham Concert Series
Kathleen O'Hare, Piano
The Triduum Sacrum: The Three Holy Days

Friday, January 11
7:00 pm Chatham Concert Series
Music for Flute, Harp & Strings
Sunday, January 13
11:00 am Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist
The Rt. Rev. A. Heath Light

Thurs., March 28, at 7 p.m. - Maundy Thursday,
Fri., March 29, at 7 p.m. - Good Friday
Sat., March 30, 8 p.m. - Easter Vigil & Holy Baptism
March 31, at 11 a.m. - Easter Day (no Forum)

More Annual Meeting Photos
Left: Janice, Jane, Walter, & Vic
Right: Katie, Andrew, and
Katherine
(Photos: Jeanne Reynolds)

Wine and Cheese Party a Big Hit!

Spotlight - Charles Williams

By Susan Paynter

the celebrations and the comfort of
the people of Chatham. And how
many times over the decades has
our altar been graced by his creations?

Emmanuel’s women had a great
get-together at Mary Hicks
Heitzler’s house on Sunday afternoon, November 11. It was lots of
fun. We had a chance to reconnect
with friends returning to town and
get better acquainted with some of
our new friends.

Mary Hicks and Betty Camp had
prepared a lovely spread of finger
foods and provided a variety of
wines. For some reason, all the
photos taken were out of focus.
That’s a shame, because everything was just lovely: there were
lots of beautiful smiles and happy
laughter, and they would have
looked great on these pages!

Continued from page 6

As the owner of one of the oldest
and most successful businesses in
town, Charles is sure to be an asset
to the vestry.
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Chatham Concert Series Returns to Emmanuel
By Susan Paynter
On Saturday evening, November 17,
Emmanuel hosted the fifth season
opener of the Chatham Concert Series
and post-concert reception. Playing to
a house of about 75, the ever-popular
Rainier Trio and returning Clarinetist
Alex Jones presented a program of
Romantic European and Contemporary
American chamber music.

Bryan Matheson & Wanda Gammon
Making up the Rainier Trio are the
series’ Artistic Director Kevin Matheson on violin, his brother Bryan
Matheson on viola and Brenda
Wittwer on piano. Alex Jones plays
first clarinet for the Pittsburgh Philharmonic.

beginning of Rabl’s career. While one
was a veteran and the other a novice,
both composers were writing at peak
performance.
Peak performance is also what the musicians brought to the music. The Matheson brothers are always a delight. Both
are top performers technically and artistically, but to watch them is to see the differences: Bryan plays in a straightforward, matter-of-fact style and Kevin in
a more emotive fashion. Differing styles
aside, when you close your eyes their
strings marry so beautifully, their combined sound is so rich, strong and complementary that it seems to spring from a
single source.
Sandwiched between the Europeans was
the music of two contemporary American
composers: Peter Schickele and Rick
Sowash. This writer’s preference was for
the less complicated more soulful
Sowash. It was his Daweswood Suite,
written while Sowash was composer in
residence at Ohio’s Daweswood Arboretum. Inspired by the budding, blossoming and bearing of the trees there, Sowash
wrote this lovely meditation on the endless cycles of life.
The musicians performed beautifully on
both. The Schickele may have been more
demanding, and Jones, Wittwer and Kevin Matheson managed it with great skill.
The Sowash seemed (undoubtedly deceptively) to simply flow organically from
the four instruments of the Matheson
brothers, Wittwer and Jones.

Dick Camp, Alex Jones,
and Vic Millner
The foursome began and ended the
program with romantic masterpieces.
A trio by German composer Carl
Reinecke began the program. The
final piece was a quartet by Viennese
composer Walter Rabl: his Opus 1.
Interestingly, the Reinecke trio was
written in the composer’s 79th year,
and the Rabl composition (the opus
number is a hint) was written at the

Brenda Wittwer must be the other musicians’ dream pianist. She plays with
grace and precision and -- though capable
of great flourish -- she never upstages.
She plays in concert with the other artists.
This was a return engagement for Alex
Jones as well. He was back by popular
demand, and there’s no surprise there.
Does any instrument exceed the clarinet
for versatility of mood? With Jones’ skill
(and lung capacity!) and with this particular program, attendees had a chance to

Susan Paynter, Brenda Wittwer,
And Eloise Neenon
hear this wind instrument put through its
emotional paces.
The Chatham Concert Series has an important and charming tradition. As often
as possible, a young music student is
invited to perform one piece. It’s not
only valuable performance experience
for the student; it’s a gift to the future of
fine art music in Southside Virginia.

Trevor Percario and Bryan Matheson
The student performer this evening was
Chatham resident Trevor Percario, 11.
Trevor attends Epiphany School and is a
piano student of Susan Barrett via Chatham Arts. He played J.S. Bach’s Minuet
in G Major and did an admirable job.
Bravo, Trevor!
After the concert, attendees enjoyed a
reception in the parish hall. Music lovers were able to chat with the musicians,
friends and neighbors over drinks and
hors d’oeuvres.
Emmanuel is pleased to serve, along
with Chatham First, as venue and facilitator of the Chatham Concert Series.
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What a joy!
Dear Friends,
What a joy it has been
to serve as your priest
this past three months
and what wondrous
things are happening
here at Emmanuel
Church. My family and I have been
touched by your generous reception not
only of us but of others who are coming
through the doors of this beautiful
church.
As we enter a new year together, there
is much about which to be hopeful. As
we honor the past and are faithful in the
present, we embrace a glorious future in
which God has already prepared for us
better things than we can ask or imagine (Ephesians 3.20).
As we celebrate what God is doing here,
let us claim the consolation of those 365
references in scripture—one for each day
of the year—to “fear not!” Let us remember that God is not only our goal but our
companion along the way, for “I am with
you, even to the end of the
age” (Matthew 28.20).
As we walk forward together with the
knowledge that God is with us, we can
embrace whatever difficulties, challenges, and hardships that come. When we
find ourselves uncomfortable or even
“out of sorts,” we, like the Hebrews, may
be tempted to think our imagined past
preferable to a challenging present or an
unknown future.

But it is precisely at such a time that God
can remove from our hands idols of our
own devising that we might receive something far better: the living God.
Surprising and ironically, it is often not on
the mountaintop of success but in the valley of desolation where we discover God
and the true power of Christian
community.
In our time of need, we find that we are
not alone but are surrounded on every side
by others who encourage (1 Thessalonians
5.11), speak the truth in love (Ephesians
4.15), and indeed love us as Jesus loves us
(John 13.34). Nor ought we underestimate
what God can do and is even now doing
through us to provide meaning, convey
grace, and give life.
In 2013 may we see through one another
what Jesus, reading from Isaiah, proclaimed is happening even now:
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the
captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ Luke 4

18

It is a privilege and joy to accompany you
along the way to see the wondrous things
God is doing.
Faithfully,
Father Chris
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Prayer List
Pray for the sick and shut-ins:
* Alan
* Louis
* Nancy Jones
* Allene
* Marvin
* David
* Dorothy
* Rosemary
* Gloria
* Helen
* Brenda
* Mary Kathryn
* Claudia
* Bill
* Lois
* Lena
* Jacqueline
* Layna
* Grayson
* Tony
* Lola
* Harold
* Betty Ann
* Hunter

Heavenly Father, giver of life and
health: Comfort and relieve thy
sick servants, and give thy power
of healing to those who minister to
their needs, that those for whom
our prayers are offered may be
strengthened in their weakness and
have confidence in thy loving
care; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.
Pray for those in the armed
forces:
* Geoffrey * Michael

Father Chris and Mary Catherine at the Greening of the Church (photo: R Nichols)

Almighty God, we commend to
your gracious care and keeping all
the men and women of our armed
forces at home and abroad. Defend
them day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in
their trials and temptations; give
them courage to face the perils
which beset them; and grant them
a sense of your abiding presence
wherever they may be; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
in the Diocese of Southern Virginia
66 North Main Street, P.O. Box 26
Chatham, VA 24531
Fr. R Christopher Heying, Rector
fatherheying@gmail.com | 434.710.0329
Bill Simpson, Senior Warden
jh-simpson@att.net | 336.260.8217

Visit Emmanuel on the World Wide Web
at www.emmanuelchatham.org.
Please send stories, article suggestions or
comments to Susan Paynter or
Wayne Wilson or email them to
emmanuelchatham@gmail.com.
The article submission deadline for the
March issue is February 15th.

Spotlight on the Vestry - Charles Williams
know,” he says, “we haven’t had a
Chief in so long that we’ve forgotten
how to be Indians. So I hope we can
learn that. I hope for continued harmony, and I’m looking forward to
continued growth. We’ve been doing
so well. Attendance and membership
are really up.” Echoing the sentiments of many, he adds, “It’s so nice
to see children in the church! So I
hope all that continues.”

retail positions until the
day, 40 years
ago, that he
and his nowdeceased business partner
bought the
building on Chatham’s Main
Street and opened M & W Flower
Shop.

“The new vestry hasn’t met yet,”
Charles explained when interviewed in late December, “so I
don’t know what my role will be.”
He added that he’s excited about
serving and hopes that he and
his fellow vestry members can
“work with each other and Chris
Heying” to accomplish good
things for Emmanuel.

Charles, who lives in Blairs with
partner Michael Rose, has been attending Emmanuel regularly for
about a year now. When asked what
he likes best about our church, he
immediately answers, “The people.
Everyone is so warm and friendly.
Sure there are occasional disagreements, but it’s a loving atmosphere.”

Perhaps nobody could be so new a
member (his letter was transferred just this autumn) and yet
so well known to the Emmanuel
family as Charles.

And what are his wishes and
hopes for Emmanuel? “You

Charles was born and raised in Danville, and returned after college. For
several years he worked in various

By Susan Paynter
At the 2012 Annual Meeting,
Charles Williams was selected,
along with John Geyer and Richard Camp, to serve on Emmanuel’s vestry. While new to our
vestry, Charles is no stranger to
vestry service: he’s served twice
on the vestry at Danville’s
Church of the Epiphany.

In his unique position, through M
& W, he’s played an important
part in the lives of our members.
Through his flower shop he’s
shared in the joys and sorrows,
Continued on page 3

