
Dear People of God: 

 

“I ask not only on behalf 

of these [the apostles], but 

also on behalf of those 

who will believe in me 

through their word, that 

they may all be one”  

(John 17).  These words, 

known as Jesus’ High 

Priestly Prayer, and com-

ing at the climax of the 

Last Supper, remind us of 

the importance that Jesus 

himself placed on unity. 

 

From Ash Wednesday 

through the Easter Vigil, 

we shared the journey to 

the Cross and to the Emp-

ty Tomb with our sisters 

and brothers at Chatham 

Baptist, Chatham Presby-

terian, Watson Memorial 

United Methodist, and 

Concord United Method-

ist churches.  And from 

the imposition of ashes to 

the joyful declaration that 

“The Lord is Risen,” we 

broke bread and wor-

shiped together, knowing 

that as Christians we 

have far 

more in 

common 

than 

that 

which 

may 

divide 

us. 

 

About 

60 people attended the 

principle liturgies of the 

Triduum Sacrum, the 

pinnacle of the Church 

Year.  At Chatham Pres-

byterian we observed 

Maundy Thursday with 

reflections from Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer, the Luther-

an theologian and mar-

tyr.   

 

At Emmanuel Church we 

celebrated Good Friday 

and the Great Vigil of 

Easter, at which our 

youngest member, Jack-

son Beau Wilson, was 

baptized.  It was a beau-

tiful service that began 

in darkness and ended in 

the full light as we cele-
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Charles Williams and Michael 

Rose will host this year's 

Mother's Day Brunch at Em-

manuel on Sunday, May 12th 
following the morning worship 

service. 

All are welcome but please 

help us know if you (and any 

guests) are coming by sign-

ing up on the sheet in the 
hall leading to the parish 

hall. 

brated the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the 

dead. 

 

On Easter Day, Emmanu-

el gathered again to cele-

brate resurrection and 

new life, to behold the 

lilies, to watch the kids 

hunt Easter eggs, and to 

enjoy treats and fellow-

ship in the parish hall.  

As we continue to cele-

brate the Resurrection for 

the Great Fifty Days of 

Easter, let us rejoice, for 

Christ is risen from the 

dead, bestowing life to all. 

 

Faithfully, 

 

Father Chris 

Mother’s Day Brunch May 12th 
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Greetings from your vestry! 
Greetings from your vestry, 

 

The newly constituted vestry, 

with the leadership of Father 

Chris, is working harmoniously 

in the interest of our church   

family. 

Our new treasurer, Michael 

Kauffelt, has seized his duties 

with zeal, and he, together with 

Walter Coles and Richard Camp, 

is preparing a realistic budget for 

the church. 

A four-year plan has been devel-

oped for repairs to the windows, 

which will eventually include pro-

tective coverings.  The total cost 

will be $29,000.   

In the fall, following the five-day 

rain, and then after the recent 

blowing rain, leaks were discovered 

in the undercroft, the Sunday 

school room, and a window in the 

sacristy.  These issues will be ad-

dressed after Mother's Day and 

completed within a couple of weeks. 

An anonymous parishioner has 

committed to having the carpet 

cleaned throughout the church. 

For insurance purposes, a video of 

the exterior and interior of the 

church, with its contents, has been 

completed, gratis, and is in the 

church safe. 

We are continu-

ing to look at   

areas in which we 

can be more en-

gaged in the com-

munity.  Your 

thoughts in this 

area are always welcome. 

Attendance has been good, some-

times even great.  I hear people 

asking about all the vehicles 

parked around the church on Sun-

days.  This has clearly sparked in-

terest in the community. 

Consider inviting your friends to 

join us for worship! 

Charles Williams, Warden 

By Susan Paynter 

 

Sometimes people 

who are difficult 

and demanding 

come into your life.  

Take Chris Heying, 

for example.  I like 

him, but I’ve found 

him to be difficult – in that he 

makes me think hard and that’s 

often painful, and he’s certainly 

stubborn if not demanding. 

 

For those of you who are new to 

Emmanuel, I’m the woman who 

stays put in her pew while the rest 

of you take communion.  The rea-

son for this is that I was never 

baptized, and there are a number 

of reasons for that. 

 

The first and most obvious reason 

is that my parents didn’t have me 

baptized as an infant as many par-

ents do.  This is because they had 

what I’ve determined was a “crisis 

of religion” as opposed to a crisis of 

faith (we prayed in our house every 

day) long before I was born. 

 

What might have brought on that 

crisis in a rural, depression-era  

Oklahoma church has provided my 

imagination a broad field of play 

over the years, but I never asked. 

 

So here I was, in my mid-50s, un-

baptized and pretty comfortable 

with my status quo. 

 

Over the years, a number of friends 

here at Emmanuel have expressed 

curiosity over my rootedness to the 

pew during the Eucharist, which 

would lead to a baptism discussion 

that I usually cut short by saying 

something along the lines of, “Well, 

if we ever get a fulltime priest, I’ll 

talk to him or her about it.”  I 

thought there was a good chance 

that day would never come. 

 

But it did.  And that’s when things 

started getting complicated and 

difficult. 

 

My Spiritual Journey When Chris approached me about 

The Issue, we entered into a series 

of discussions that went something 

like, “I’m not sure this is right for 

me because…” to which he would 

reply, “That may be valid enough, 

but consider this…” 

 

To make a long story short I have 

decided, with some remaining con-

cerns, to officially join the fold.  I’ll 

be baptized on Pentecost Sunday. 

 

Then as we discussed the articles 

for this newsletter with Wayne 

Wilson via email, Chris threw out, 

“I would welcome a personal note 

from Susan saying from her heart 

something about her spiritual 

journey, the decisions and abiding 

questions or concerns she may 

have …” and so forth. 

 

Oh great.  I’ll just open up my soul 

and have it printed up.  I said no.  

Then I started losing sleep.                                     

 

Please turn to page 3 

 



RECURRING EVENTS 
Sundays     

10:00 a.m. Sunday Forum - Parish Hall 

11:00 a.m. Eucharist                                             

12:00 p.m. Coffee Hour - Parish Hall 

 

Thursdays 

  4:30 p.m. Choir Practice - All are welcome. 

1st Tuesday of each month 

  6:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry in the Parish Hall 

1st Thursday of each month 

  2:00 p.m. The Briar Ridge Ramblers at Oak Grove 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

Sunday, 12 May 

12:00 p.m. Mother’s Day Brunch - Parish Hall 

 

Sunday, 26 May 

11:00 a.m. Special Guest - Joshua Mills 

 

Sunday,  16 June 

Parish Picnic at the home of Bill and Janis Simpson 

11:00 a.m. Eucharist 

12:00 p.m. Potluck and Fellowship 

Emmanuel Calendar Notes for May - July 2013 
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The schedule of services and other parish events summarized below are as of the date of publication. Changes or  

additional details will be published in the Sunday service bulletins, by special announcement and / or on the 

parish web site at www.emmanuelchatham.org. The complete calendars are also available on the web site. 

The vestry has developed a variety 

of ways that we may remember 

and celebrate those who have 

touched our lives, and to honor God 

in his house, Emmanuel. 

 

The plaques found around our 

church speak to lives touched and 

lives changed.  They speak to the 

history of those who have gathered 

at Emmanuel, and they speak to 

gratitude for the love, strength, 

and forgiveness God has given us. 

 

The thanks in our heart can also 

be expressed by supporting the 

purchase and maintenance of the 

beautiful objects, from linens to 

brassware, used in our worship. 

 

We ought to all consider a gift that 

would be appropriate in terms of 

meaning and budget.  Father Hey-

ing is available to advise.  

To Remember and Honor 

My Spiritual Journey 
 

Continued from page 2 

 

I’ve never been keen on authority.  

Too often it seems to be held by the 

unworthy.  And a priest is an au-

thority figure.  Still, you hate to 

say no to a friend, especially one 

who’s thoughtful, well-educated, 

open-minded to a degree, and    

empathetic.  If difficult. 

 

I tossed and turned.  I asked my-

self why.  Why would he want me 

to put myself out there like that?  

For whose benefit?  Yours?  Mine?  

His own?  The church's? 

 

And how would I explain my spir-

itual journey?  I barely understand 

where I’ve been, I’m pretty shaky 

on where I am, and I don’t know 

exactly where I’m going.   

And what about space?  Volumes 

have been written about spiritual 

journeys. 

 

So I looked at the best and worst 

possible outcomes. Best case: by 

writing about it, I’ll gain clarity.  

If I’m very lucky, I’ll help someone 

else in the process. 

   

Worst case: I’ll bore the readers.  

(I may have done that already.)  

Or a stranger could stumble onto 

our little newsletter on the inter-

net and know me more intimately 

than I'd like. Or someone I know 

decides I’m weird.  Or have gotten 

weird. 

 

I don’t know.  You decide.  If you’d 

like to read about my spiritual 

journey, I’ll begin a travelogue for 

future newsletters.  But you’ll 

have to let me know. 

A Special Guest! 
On Sunday, 26 May, Emmanuel 

will welcome Joshua Mills.   

Joshua, a senior-year student of 

Mark dePaulo at Gretna High 

School, submitted the winning en-

try for the Commonwealth of    

Virginia in the 2013 high school 

essay contest sponsored by The 

National Society of The Colonial 

Dames of America. 

In June, Joshua will travel to 

Washington, D.C. with the other 

49 state winners to attend a six-

day Washington Workshop semi-

nar.  He’ll visit Congressman Rob-

ert Hurt at his office on Capitol 

Hill and tour government, historic 

and cultural sites with his fellow 

essayists. This will be an enrich-

ing experience for a bright young 

man.   

We can thank Mark dePaulo for 

his mentorship and guidance, and 

Alice Coles who, as a member of 

the Colonial Dames, encourages 

our local youth to strive for excel-

lence and submit essays to this 

prestigious contest. 
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Hall and Gallops Close Chatham Concert Series 

By Susan Paynter 

 

Wow.  Talk about a grand finale!  

The April 5 Chatham Concert 

Series season finale, held at Em-

manuel, was nothing short of an 

all-out love fest. 

 

The concert-goers loved Ashley 

Hall’s charming engagement 

with the audience as she person-

ally introduced each piece she 

played: relaying here a story from 

her own career, there a tale about 

the composer or a famous per-

former of the upcoming number. 

 

More important, we were awed 

by Hall’s virtuosity on the cornet.  

Joe, who in his youth dabbled on 

the trumpet, kept whispering to 

me, “How does she do that?” 

 

I couldn’t help but glance from 

time to time at a friend across the 

aisle who used to play brass in 

big bands.  He was mesmerized, 

smiling and shaking his head, 

and he leapt to his feet with ap-

plause after the final note before 

intermission. 

 

But even those of us who’ve never 

blown a horn knew we were in 

the presence of something very 

special.  To say the ap-

plause was extended 

doesn’t do it justice: we 

were smitten! 

 

Then there was Wayne 

Gallops on the piano.  

What pizzazz.  His back-

ground in popular and 

classical music as well as 

jazz enabled him to match 

the temper and style of 

each piece of the varied 

program.   

 

The two played wonderful-

ly in concert and we were all 

astounded to hear this was their 

first performance together.   

 

Hall and Gallops showed their ap-

preciation for each other in that 

way musicians do during an ova-

tion.  You could tell it was anything 

but a de rigueur gesture.  They 

were genuinely delighted with one 

another. 

 

And with us.  They say there’s noth-

ing a musician values more than an 

appreciative audience and we cer-

tainly gave them that, to their obvi-

ous pleasure. 

 

Hall selected a diverse program, 

designed to display the many 

moods and colors the cornet is ca-

pable of evoking and representing 

composers of the 19th, 20th, and 21st 

centuries from the U.S., the U.K, 

and Europe. 

 

Each piece had its virtue, but if I 

had to bet on the audience favorites 

I’d put my money on Jules Levy’s 

“Grand Russian Fantasia” and 

Jean-Baptiste Arban’s variations 

on “Le Carnaval de Venise.”  Both 

were written to show what the cor-

net is capable of and it was thrill-

ing to hear what that instrument, 

on the lips and in the hands of a 

master like Hall, can do.  

Meet Louella Morrison 

By Susan Paynter 

 

I walked into the church last 

Monday morning to spend some 

time alone with God.  There was 

an unusual glow about the place 

and a rare scent of purity.  Then I 

heard beautiful song.  What was 

happening?  Was I about to have 

an encounter with an angel?   

 

But the sound was coming from 

below, not above.  I ventured 

downstairs and found the source 

of the song, the scent, and the 

glow: a lady who 

was cleaning like a 

fiend but showing a 

more angelic na-

ture.   

 

Introductions were 

made, and I learned 

the lady is Louella 

Morrison, newly on board to help 

keep our church clean.   

 

She’s a lovely lady, and she let me 

talk her into having her picture  

taken.  If you see her car in the 

parking lot on a Monday, you owe it 

to yourself to stop in and meet her.          

Thank you Wanda! 
 

Emmanuel has entered the 21st cen-

tury!  When Chatham Hall changed 

computer systems, Wanda Gam-

mon made sure we got a hand-me-

down from the old system.  Thanks  

Wanda! 

Hall and Gallops during concert rehearsal 



Easter Season at Emmanuel 
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Prayer List 
Pray for the sick and shut-ins: 

 

    * Alan    

    * Louis 
    * Nancy Jones 

    * Gloria 

    * Marvin 

    * David 

    * Dorothy 

    * Rosemary 

    * Helen 

    * Brenda 

    * Mary Kathryn 

    * Claudia 

    * Bill 
    * Lena 

    * Jacqueline 

    * Layna 

    * Grayson 
     * Tony 
     * Lola 
     * Harold 
     * Betty Ann 
     * Hunter 
     * Jude & Family 
     * Kim 
     * Shirley 
     * Frankie 
     * Bob 
     * Betty 
     * Chuck 
     * Joan 
     * Elizabeth 
     * Ruth 
 
Heavenly Father, giver of life and 

health: Comfort and relieve thy 

sick servants, and give thy power 

of healing to those who minister to 

their needs, that those for whom 
our prayers are offered may be 

strengthened in their weakness and 

have confidence in thy loving 

care; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Pray for those serving in the 

Armed Forces: 

 
    * Geoffrey   

    * Michael 

    * James 

    * Megan 

    * Katie 

 

Easter Day Linda Kauffelt, Reader 

Fourth Sunday of Easter Coffee Hour 

Patrick Sunday Forum 

Michael Rose, Reader The Dogwoods in Bloom 
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Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
    in the Diocese of Southern Virginia 

Spotlight on the Vestry - Carol Ann Fletcher 

Visit Emmanuel on the World Wide Web 

 

         at   www.emmanuelchatham.org. 

 

 

 Please send stories, article suggestions or 

comments to Susan Paynter or  

      Father Heying or email them to 

fatherheying@gmail.com. 

 

   The article submission deadline for the                    

September issue is August 15th. 

 

By Susan Paynter 

 

Carol Ann Fletcher is the newest 

member of Emmanuel’s vestry, 

having been appointed in Janu-

ary to fill a vacant seat.  She’s 

the vestry point person for out-

reach and evangelism and it’s 

hard to imagine anyone more 

qualified for that mission. 

 

Among several degrees, she holds 

a Master’s in Divinity and a   

Doctorate in Ministry. 

 

Carol started the Prayer Shawl 

Ministry held at 6 p.m. on first 

Tuesdays in the parish hall.  Par-

ticipants knit blankets, shawls 

and lap robes for those in need.  

All are welcome, not just Em-

manuel members. 

 

Carol has been an active partici-

pant in Father Chris’s Sunday 

Forum, which is currently delving 

into the topic of reconciliation.  She’ll 

assist Chris at Chatham Hall as he 

presents a training session on peer 

mediation for the high school girls. 

 

But there’s more: she also serves on 

the Board of Directors at Oak Grove 

residential facility, and on Saturdays 

she serves as a counselor in the Dan-

ville Hospital’s psychiatric unit.    

 

Carol is also interested in prison 

ministry and is exploring ways to 

contribute there.   

 

That’s Carol in her spare time.  She 

also works full time as a social work-

er.  She’s the clinical supervisor for 

the National Counseling Group in 

Martinsville.  There she helps chil-

dren with mental health challenges 

that lead to learning disabilities, be-

havioral problems, and other         

difficulties. 

Carol came 

to Chatham 

in April 2012 

from the  

Finger Lakes 

region of 

New York 

and before 

that, upstate 

Pennsylvania.  She was a chap-

lain for the Federal Park System 

for five years, conducting services 

for campers at one state and two 

federal parks. 

 

Carol has attended Emmanuel 

since she arrived in Chatham, 

and was received and confirmed 

by Bishop Light in January.  She 

loves the close-knit friendliness of 

the Emmanuel family.  She’d like 

to see more people enjoy that with 

us.  She also enjoyed our involve-

ment with the greater Chatham 

community during Lent this year. 


