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Emmanuel Calls The Reverend
R Christopher Heying as Rector
By Susan Paynter
After 20 years without a
full-time priest and two
years in search of the
most fitting candidate,
Emmanuel has asked the
Reverend R Christopher
Heying to lead the parish.
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Father Heying (“Chris”)
will come to us in October. The rest of the family—wife Cindy and children Mary Grace, 13;
John Luke, 10; and Patrick, 4—will follow after
completing the school
year. Many of us had the
pleasure of meeting the
Heying family earlier this
summer when Chris
served as visiting priest.
Chris has been the rector
of Saint Stephen’s in Forest, Virginia since 2004.
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Please join Emmanuel parishioners and friends for the Annual Parish Picnic on Sunday,
September 23 at 5 pm at
Coles Hill, hosted by Alice
and Walter Coles.
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More details to follow.
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While it lies outside our
diocese (in the Diocese of
Southwestern Virginia)
Saint Stephen’s is a
mere 55-mile drive from
Emmanuel. So any commuting hardship on the
Heying family should be
minimal.

manuel
family
and the
Chatham
community is an
exciting
prospect.
So who is this man?

Our church has been
grateful and very fortunate in recent years to
have had John Ruef and
Jim Mathieson willing to
serve as part-time interim priests before and
after David Smith’s tenure as part-time rector.
Now a new era is to
begin. A full-time pastor with a young family
to live in Chatham and
become part of the Em-

All indications are he will
be an asset not only to
Emmanuel but to Chatham. He has served
various communities and
churches in multiple
ways.
Perhaps his most challenging and meaningful
service was on and in the
days following September
11, 2001 when, as curate
see New Era, page 2

Save the Dates for these Coming Events!
Dr. Dame Bicentennial
Weekend
Emmanuel is joining with
Epiphany, Danville to celebrate the 200th anniversary
of the birth of Dr. George
Washington Dame, founder
of the Episcopal Church of
the Epiphany, which would
become “the mother church”

of Camden Parish.
On Saturday, September 29,
at 10 am, we will host an
Open House and Reception
for descendants of Dr. Dame.
Our Sunday, September 30,
service will include the participation of Dr. Gary Fountain
and the Chatham Hall Choir.
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Vestry Notes from the Senior Warden
Friends in Christ,
Some people have tried to say
God is Dead. But I am excited
and bold to say God Is Very Much
Alive And Answering Prayer At
Emmanuel! After much hard
work and prayer, 2012 has
brought us a new organist, new
members, new lay readers, and
now a new priest in Father Chris
Heying. There is an excitement at
Emmanuel that hasn’t been seen
in some time.
All the newness and excitement is
evidence of God’s Hand touching
our Hearts with renewal. Our
faithful core parishioners, who
have stuck with us through thick
and thin, deserve so much credit.

I especially want to thank the other vestry members and officers
who have worked tirelessly this
year to move our parish forward:
Janice Chaney, Beth Coles, Walter Coles, Tred Hunt, Vic Millner,
John Geyer, and Sharon Taylor.
And we owe a special debt of
thanks to the members of our rector search committee who have
labored together to prayerfully
consider, and ultimately recommend, the calling of our new priest
while also ensuring that we have
a solid financial foundation to support the work of Emmanuel in this
New Era of our ministry
together: Walter Coles, Dick
Camp, Langhorne Jones, and
Vic Millner.

As we move forward in faith to a
new future, let
us not forget our
beloved “Father
Jim” Mathieson
who has blessed us these past two
years as our Supply Priest and
Beloved Friend. Thank you Jim!
We welcome Linda and Mike
Kauffelt as our newest members.
And now as Father Chris arrives,
we look forward to a number of
new candidates for Baptism, Confirmation, Conversion, and Letters of Transfer.
Please pray that God will bring
forth the increase!
- Billy Simpson

A New Era of Ministry Begins at Emmanuel
continued from page 1
at New York City’s Church of the
Transfiguration, “The Little
Church around the Corner,” near
the World Trade Center, he tended to the emotionally, physically,
mentally and spiritually shocked
survivors of the September 11
attacks.
Other ways Chris has served his
communities include university
chaplain, mediator, and boarding
school teacher and counselor.
He earned his Bachelor of Arts in
English at the University of
North Texas in Denton and his
Master of Divinity at Nashotah
House Theological Seminary near
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He was
ordained deacon and priest in
1998.
In addition to the Virginia and
New York churches, Chris has

served Saint Paul’s in Murfreesboro, Tennessee; and Saint Stephen’s, Wichita Falls; Saint John,
Burkburnett; and Saint John’s,
Forth Worth - all in Texas.
He grew up in New Mexico, where
his father was a National Park
Service ranger, and in Texas. He
and Cindy met when both were
counselors at All Saints’ Episcopal
School – a boarding school in
Vicksburg, Mississippi.
Cindy holds an undergraduate
degree in psychology and a master’s in special education. She’s
the lead teacher in a program at
Central Virginia Community
College helping students with
significant disabilities gain life
and job skills. She grew up in
Mississippi and Louisiana.
Patrick has just begun the adventure that is kindergarten with
great enthusiasm. John Luke is

in the fifth grade and is a keen
gymnast and unicyclist who
hopes to have juggling down pat
in time for the school talent show.
Mary Grace is an eighth-grader;
a percussionist in the school band
and an acolyte in the church -- an
excellent one, according to her
father. It appears all three bring
great pleasure to their parents
and we can look forward to getting to know them.
Back to Chris: after reading
about him online, one could say
that his organizational philosophy seems to be one of building
on the best: of what exists and
what is aspired to. In his Christian philosophy we might find
two imperatives: to love and to
recognize and accept ourselves as
normal human beings.
Emmanuel can be very pleased to
welcome the Heying family home.
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Emmanuel Calendar Notes for Sept. - Nov. 2012
The schedule of services and other parish events summarized below are as of the date of publication. Changes or
additional details will be published in the Sunday service bulletins, by special announcement and / or on the
parish web site at www.emmanuelchatham.org. The complete calendars are also available on the web site.
RECURRING EVENTS
Sundays
11:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II - 2nd & 4th Sundays
The Reverend J.W. Mathieson, Celebrant
The Reverend R Christopher Heying,
Celebrant (every Sunday beginning Oct. 6th)
Morning Prayer - 1st & 3rd Sundays in Sept.
12:00 pm Coffee Hour - In the Parish Hall
Thursdays
7:30 pm Choir Practice - All are welcome.
1st Thursday of each month
2:00 pm The Briar Ridge Ramblers perform at
Oak Grove Residential Home.
Social Hour sponsored by Emmanuel

4th Sunday of each month
12:30 pm Vestry Meeting - Parish Hall Conf. Room
SPECIAL EVENTS
Sunday, September 23
11:00 am Honoring Jim Mathieson for his Service
5:00 pm Parish Picnic at Coles Hill
Saturday, September 29
10:00 am Open House for descendants of Dr. Dame
Sunday, September 30
11:00 am Dr. Dame Bicentennial Memorial Sunday
***
7:00 pm November 17 - Chatham Concert Series
Season Opener & Reception - Featuring
The Rainier Trio and Clarinetist Alex Jones

Welcome to
Emmanuel !!

The Baptism of Walter Clement Yu
By Susan Paynter
Young Walter, 16
months, struggled
mightily against Lanier’s restraining
arms during the
presentation and examination. Mother
and son were both
relieved when Jim
softly said, “Its okay.
You can let him go.”
The strong and energetic boy was successfully recaptured
for the baptism, which proceeded
smoothly and with joy.

Walter Clement Yu, with his parents and other family
The next generation of an Emmanuel founding family was received
into The Church on Sunday,
August 5. Alice and Walter Coles’
grandson, Walter Clement Yu, son
of Lanier Coles and Charlton Yu,
had traveled with his parents
across the country to be baptized
at Emmanuel. The Rev. James
Mathieson integrated the rite into
the Sunday service.

After Communion, Virginia Chapin served watermelon, homemade cookies and lemonade in the
shade of the trees of the north
lawn. The extended Coles family
then returned to Coles Hill to
celebrate with family friends.

We extend a hearty “Welcome!” to
those of you who have joined us for
services at Emmanuel over recent
weeks and months.
We hope that you will continue
with us and become active participants in the life and ministry of
our parish as we begin a New Era
of ministry under the leadership of
Father Chris Heying.











Bill and Nancy Banta
Wanda Gammon
Michael and Linda Kauffelt
Carol La Vancher
Scott Simpson
Valerie Welch
Michael Rose
Charles Williams
Jennifer White
Son, Samuel
Samuel Wilson
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Around the Parish in Pictures
By Susan Paynter

Pentecost Sunday: (l to r) Ruth, Vic, Langhorne, Mark, Billy, Sally, Carol, Dick, Jim, John, Mary Catherine, Betty, & Joe.

New to Emmanuel: (l to r) Michael & Linda Kauffelt; Wanda Gammon with Joe Hasankulizade & Martha Jane Rush;
Vic Millner with Michael Kauffelt

Carol La Vancher does
a Great Job on her first
Coffee Hour

Addressing the Congregational Meeting (above):
Walter Coles and Vic Millner; Congregational
Meeting (above right); Joe and Irma (lower right)
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Celebrating the Life of David Cothran Prayer List
By Susan Paynter
Pray for the sick and the shut-ins:
The sudden death of Chatham
Clerk-Treasurer David Cothran
was a loss not only for his wife
Ashby but for the Chatham community, the town of Chatham and
the Emmanuel Family.
John David Cothran, 69, passed
away from illness on July 31. On
Wednesday, August 8, family,
friends, colleagues and admirers
joined Ashby and filled Emmanuel to say goodbye and to celebrate
a life well lived. All pews were
occupied, side aisles and the back
of the church were filled with the
standing, and the front lawn held
the overflow.

The Reverend Cleon Ross conducted the Service of the Burial of the
Dead and Ashby selected hymns
and prayers that evoked David’s
character. The service included
an honor guard with flag ceremony, a tribute to David’s distinguished service in the war in
Vietnam.
A reception followed in the social
hall with food and drink, and
many stories of David’s kindnesses and impish sense of humor.
David will be greatly missed and
we will keep Ashby in our prayers.

A Unique Gift By Susan Paynter
When gift-giving occasions roll
around, remember that Emmanuel has beautiful Helen James
prints available.
James’ illuminated prayers with
calligraphic script and painted
borders of charming wildlife
scenes make a unique gift that
recipients will treasure.
The James prints, which include
The Lord’s Prayer, A Child’s
Prayer, Lord Support Us, Dear
Father and Morning Prayer, are
displayed on the south wall of
Emmanuel’s Parish Hall.
Helen James (1903 -2001) was an
active, long-time member of Emmanuel. Her biography can be
found displayed with her prints.
More photos
From the
Congregational Meeting:
(l to r) Sharon
and Ron; Dick,
Betty, and
Martha Jane

* Alan Arey
* Louis dePaulo
* Allene Hunt
* Shannon & Ed Olivarez
* Alice Overbey
* Catherine Overbey
* David Brochu
* Dorothy Roop
* Dr. John Ruef
* Gloria Thompson
* Jane Ruef
* West Mathieson
* Helen Melton
* Inez Saunders
* Brenda Clark
* Mary Kathryn Haley
* Claudia Emerson
* Bill Scott
Heavenly Father, giver of life and
health: Comfort and relieve thy sick
servants, and give thy power of healing
to those who minister to their needs,
that those for whom our prayers are
offered may be strengthened in their
weakness and have confidence in thy
loving care; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.
Pray for the departed
* David Cothran

The Women of Emmanuel sell the
prints, at prices ranging from $5
to $10, which helps fund the women’s work.
Contact Ruth Jones or Jane Ruef
about print sales.

Almighty God, we remember this day
before thee thy faithful servant David;
and we pray that, having opened to him
the gates of larger life, thou wilt receive
him more and more into thy joyful service, that, with all who have faithfully
served thee in the past, he may share in
the eternal victory of Jesus Christ our
Lord; who liveth and reigneth with thee,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
in the Diocese of Southern Virginia
66 North Main Street, P.O. Box 26
Chatham, VA 24531
Phone: 434.432.0316
Email: emmanuelchatham@gmail.com

Billy Simpson, Senior Warden
The Rev. J. W. Mathieson, Supply Priest
Visit Emmanuel on the World Wide Web
at www.emmanuelchatham.org.
Please send stories, article suggestions or
comments to Susan Paynter or
Wayne Wilson or email them to
emmanuelchatham@gmail.com.
The article submission deadline for the
November issue is October 15th.

Spotlight on Sharon Taylor
By Susan Paynter
Sharon Taylor is one of Emmanuel’s
most active members, often working out
of the spotlight and behind the scenes.
Sharon takes the minutes at vestry meetings as her main duty as registrar.
In addition to registrar duties, Sharon -who retired from teaching at Union Hall
Elementary School -- teaches the children in Emmanuel’s Sunday school
when it’s in session. Also on Sundays,
it’s her soprano voice we hear in the
choir.

it’s just as obvious that they love her
right back.
There are other ways Sharon serves
those at Oak Grove. She makes sure
that on their special day each resident
receives a birthday card that includes
some money for special treats.
During Advent, Sharon learns what
every Oak Grove resident would like
for Christmas and helps Emmanuel
members make each wish come true by
creating an “angel tree.”

Once a month, Sharon purchases and
takes refreshments to serve the residents
of Oak Grove when Ron Irby and his
band, The Briar Ridge Ramblers, visit
the home to entertain.

Closer to home, and also during Advent, Sharon coordinates Emmanuel
volunteers in the traditional greening of
the church.

Ron says, “We play at Oak Grove because we love to make music. Sharon
goes because she loves the folks who
live there.” That’s clear to anyone who
watches her interact with residents; and

One of the less tangible ways Sharon
makes herself an asset to Emmanuel,
according to Vic Millner, is her
“historical memory.” As one of a long
line of Taylors active in our church,

Sharon with her Angel Tree

Sharon knows what happened, and when.
The Taylor family, Vic says, has
helped sustain Emmanuel at least
throughout the 20th century and
into the 21st.
For a more precise history of the
Taylors at Emmanuel, ask Sharon!
And remember to thank her for all
she does, which undoubtedly includes more than you’ll find here.

